
NORTHWEST COAST TLINGIT WHALEBONE SALMON TRAP STAKE OR TRIGGER
A NORTHWEST COAST TLINGIT WHALEBONE SALMON TRAP STAKE OR TRIGGER 

CARVED WITH A DOUBLE JANUS HEAD PERHAPS DEPICTING A TRANSFORMATIVE FISH-SHAMAN
LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 28CM LONG - 11 INS LONG / 29.5CM HIGH - 11½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE WARM NORTH PACIFIC CURRENT OFF THE NORTHWEST COAST PRODUCES MODERATE TEMPERATURES AND HEAVY
RAINFALL WHICH NOURISHES AN ENVIRONMENT RICH IN NATURAL RESOURCES. DENSE STRANDS OF FOREST

BLANKETED THE REGION AND THICK UNDERGROWTH PROVIDED A VARIETY OF BERRIES, ROOTS AND PLANTS THAT
WERE USED FOR FOOD AND MEDICINE. WATERFOWL AND SEAGULLS PROVIDED MEAT AND EGGS. THE SEA PRODUCED

EVEN GREATER RICHES. FIVE SPECIES OF WILD SALMON WERE TO BE FOUND AND THEY WERE THE PRIMARY RESOURCE
AROUND WHICH LIFE REVOLVED WITH THE SEASONS. ALTHOUGH OTHER FISH SUCH AS COD, HERRING AND HALIBUT,

AND MARINE MAMMALS SUCH AS WHALES, SEA OTTERS AND SEALS WERE HUNTED, NONE WAS SO REVERED AS A FOOD
SOURCE BY THE TLINGIT AS THE SALMON.

 


