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NATIVE AMERICAN NORTHERN PLAINS MOUNTAIN CROW ELK TOOTH AND DENTALIUM SHELL WARRIOR'S ARM RING

ARARE NATIVE AVERICAN NORTHERN PLAINS MOUNTAIN CROW ELK TOOTH AND DENTALIUMSHELL WARRIOR'S ARM
RING
ADEALERS OLD STOCK LABEL ATTACHED: N. AVERICAN INDIAN -/- 27.3.24.
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: APPROX 10.5CMDIA -4 INS DIA

LITERATURE

IN THE NOMADIC CULTURE OF THE PLAINS INDIAN WEALTH LAND TO BE PORTABLE AND AMAN'S ORNAMENTS SIGNIFIED
MORE THAN ADESIRE FOR BEAUTY AND WEALTH BECAUSE THEY WERE ALSO SYMBOLIC. THE USE OF ELK TEETH AS
ORNAVENTATION ORIGINATED AMONG THE CROW AS THE YELLOWSTONE VALLEY, THE HEARTLAND OF TRADITIONAL

CROWTERRITORY, ABOUNDED WITH WILDLIFE, THE ELK BEING ESPECIALLY NUMEROUS. ELK TEETH INDICATED HE WAS
ASUCCESSFUL HUNTER AS ONLY TWO UPPER IVORY INCISORS ARE TAKEN FROMEACH ANIMAL, THE OTHERS LIKE
HUMAN TEETH EVENTUALLY DISINTEGRATE. THUS THE ELK WERE NOT KILLED IN GREAT NUMBERS BY ANY ONE HUNTER
AND BY THE 1850°S ONE HUNDRED TEETH WAS EQUAL IN VALUE TO ONE HORSE.

IT WAS SAID BY THE CROW THAT IN OBSERVING THE CARCASS OF AN ELKIIT IS FOUND THAT THE TWO UPPER IVORY
TEETH REMAIN AFTER EVERYTHING ELSE HAS CRUMBLED TO DUST, SO THAT THESE TEETH LAST LONGER THAN THE LIFE
OF AMAN AND ARE REGARDED AS THE EMBLEM OF ALONG LIFE, AS WELL AS ASIGNAL OF WEALTH AND PRESTIGE. LATER

IN THE RESERVATION PERIOD OF THE 1880 - 90’S ELK TEETH HAD BECOME COMPLETELY UNOBTAINABLE AND IMITATION
TEETH CARVED FROMBONE AND DISGUISED WITH BROVWN PIGVENT WERE USED INSTEAD.



