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A RARE FRENCH CARVED IVORY AND ENGRAVED GILDED STEEL ‘GRAVOIR’

16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 39CM LONG - 15¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

‘GRAVOIR’ WERE USED BY SCRIBE’S, MONASTIC OR OTHERWISE, AS A SCRAPPING KNIFE TO CAREFULLY ERASE
MISTAKES WHEN WRITING OR ILLUMINATING PARCHMENT OR VELLUM MANUSCRIPTS. THE BLADE WOULD REMOVE THE

ERROR FROM THE STRETCHED CALF, SHEEP OR GOAT HIDE OR CHICKEN SKIN, SO THAT IT COULD EASILY BE
CORRECTED.

MORE THAN ONE SCRIBE WOULD WORK ON A MANUSCRIPT AT THE SAME TIME AS EACH PRODUCTION INVOLVED
SEVERAL ASSEMBLED AND FOLDED SHEETS GATHERED TOGETHER CALLED ‘QUIRES’. TYPICALLY ALL THE TEXT WOULD

BE WRITTEN AND ENTERED ON THE PAGE IN REGULAR INK LEAVING BLANKS FOR RUBRICATED TITLES AND FOR
COLOURED AND DECORATED INITIALS THAT WOULD BE ADDED IN SUBSEQUENT PHASES OF PRODUCTION. THE

PLACEMENT OF A CYCLE OF ILLUSTRATIONS HAD TO BE CAREFULLY PLANNED FROM THE OUTSET SO THAT THE SCRIBES
WOULD LEAVE BLANK AREAS IN THE APPROPRIATE PLACES. ILLUMINATIONS SERVED TO GLORIFY THE SACRED, MARK

TEXTURAL DIVISIONS, COMMUNICATED IDEAS AND INFORMATION, SUPPLEMENTED THE WRITTEN CONTENT AND
RECORDED THE GENEROSITY AND PIETY OF DONORS.

 


