
SOUTH GERMAN IVORY KNIFE HANDLE CARVED WITH THE FIGURE OF EVE
A FINE SOUTH GERMAN IVORY KNIFE HANDLE CARVED WITH THE FIGURE OF EVE AFTER THE FALL THE SERPENT

ENTWINED IN HER HAIR
TRACES OF RED AND BLACK POLYCHROME

MID 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 10CM HIGH - 4 INS HIGH / 17CM HIGH - 6¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE QUALITY OF THIS CARVED FIGURE SUGGESTS THE ARTIST WAS WORKING FROM A CONTEMPORARY ENGRAVING.
FROM THE LATE MIDDLE AGES UNTIL THE LATE 17TH CENTURY IT WAS CUSTOMARY FOR THE BRIDEGROOM TO PRESENT
HIS BRIDE WITH A FINE PAIR OF DECORATED KNIVES CONTAINED IN A SHEATH WITH STRINGS WHICH ENABLED HER TO

HANG THEM AT HER WAIST, RATHER LIKE A CHATELAINE WOULD BE IN LATER VICTORIAN TIMES. SOMETIMES THEY WOULD
BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SMALL EMBROIDERED PURSE.

THE SERPENT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT IS PORTRAYED AS ‘MORE CRAFTY THAN ANY OTHER WILD ANIMAL’ AND SO HE
TEMPTED EVE TO EAT OF THE FRUIT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL AND GIVE SOME TO ADAM.

THIS WAS THE THE MOMENT OF THE FALL OF MAN, THE FIRST DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD’S WISHES. ON EATING THE FRUIT
THEY REALISED THAT THEY WERE NAKED AND SO MADE THEMSELVES LOINCLOTHS. EVE IS HERE PORTRAYED AFTER

THE FALL POINTING AT HERSELF IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF HER SIN.

 


