
EXCEPTIONAL NEW ZEALAND MAORI ‘TAIAHA’
AN EXCEPTIONAL NEW ZEALAND MAORI ‘TAIAHA’ OF EARLY FORM THE LONG FLARED BLADE TERMINATING IN A STYLISED

PROJECTING TONGUE SHAPED HEAD DECORATED WITH SCROLLING ORNAMENT
OLD RICH DARK BROWN SILKY GLOSSY PATINA

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 177CM LONG, 7CM WIDE - 69¾ INS LONG, 2¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF CAPTAIN COOK THE MAORI DID NOT HAVE METALS AND USED HARDWOODS SUCH AS AKE-AKE
(DODONA) AND MANUKA (LEPTOSPERNUM) AS WELL AS HARDSTONES AND THE BONES OF CETACEANS TO MAKE THEIR

WEAPONS. THE ‘TAIAHA’ BECAME KNOWN AS THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC WEAPON OF THE MAORI AS IT WAS ALMOST
CONSTANTLY IN THE HANDS OF PERSONS OF DISTINCTION. IN FACT THEY WERE THOUGHT OF AS CARVED STAFFS OF

RANK. NOT ONLY WAS IT A WEAPON CAPABLE OF SCIENTIFIC USE, POSSESSING A TRADITIONAL ROLE IN WARFARE
SOMEWHAT LIKE THAT OF THE ENGLISH QUARTERSTAFF, BUT IT WAS INDISPENSABLE TO THE CHIEFLY ORATOR AS HE

TROD THE ‘MARAE’ AND DELIVERED HIS SPEECH.
THE MANAGEMENT OF THE ‘TAIAHA’ AS A FIGHTING WEAPON WAS STUDIED WITH AS MUCH CARE AND ATTENTION BY A

MAORI WARRIOR AS A EUROPEAN SWORDSMAN GAVE TO THE MASTERY OF A GLISTENING STEEL BLADE. THE MAORI ALSO
UNDERSTOOD THE ETIQUETTE OF THE ‘TAIAHA’ IN ADDING FORCE TO AN ARGUMENT OR ACCENTUATING AN ORATORICAL

FLOURISH, AND THESE MOVES WERE MUCH PRACTISED BY MEN OF RANK. THE ‘TAIAHA’ WAS ALSO BELIEVED TO
POSSESS GREAT POWERS OF PROPHETIC AUGURY AND IN THE HANDS OF THOSE CAPABLE OF PERFORMING THE

PROPER INCANTATIONS THE RESULT OF A BATTLE COULD BE ASCERTAINED BEFOREHAND. THE METHOD WAS TO LAY
THE ‘TAIAHA’ UPON THE GROUND BEFORE THE WAR PARTY WHILST THE CHIEF PERFORMED THE NECESSARY ‘KARAKIAS’
AND IF THE GODS WERE PROPITIOUS, THE ‘TAIAHA’ WOULD TURN ITSELF SLOWLY OVER BEFORE THE ASSEMBLED EYES

OF THE COMMUNITY TO THE UTTER CONFUSION OF THE ENEMY.



 


