
CENTRAL AFRICAN SOUTH EASTERN CONGO KATANGA LUBA CEREMONIAL CARVED IVORY ADZE HANDLE
A CENTRAL AFRICAN SOUTH EASTERN CONGO KATANGA LUBA CEREMONIAL CARVED IVORY ADZE HANDLE

INSCRIBED WITH OLD INVENTORY NO. ‘1094’
SMOOTH AGED GOLDEN PATINA

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 30CM HIGH - 11¾ INS HIGH / 32.5CM HIGH - 12¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

CEREMONIAL ADZE WERE CARRIED OVER THE SHOULDER BY LUBA DIGNITARIES AND WERE SYMBOLS OF THE
LEGITIMACY AND DIGNITY OF A CHIEF, OR OF A DIVINER CELEBRATING THEIR IMPORTANCE AS AN ADVISOR TO A PERSON
IN AUTHORITY. ONCE HAVING A FORGED FLAT IRON BLADE PROTRUDING FROM THE HEAD, THIS CEREMONIAL TOOL WAS
AN EMBLEM OF LEADERSHIP AND AN INDICATOR OF STATUS. THOSE ADZE MADE FOR DIVINERS WERE NOT EMBELLISHED
WITH FIGURATIVE ELEMENTS SUCH AS THE CARVED FEMALE HEADS WHICH WERE OFTEN ASSOCIATED WITH KINGSHIP

AND ROYAL AUTHORITY.
IN LUBA SOCIETY THE ENLIGHTENMENT, COUNSEL AND THERAPEUTIC BENEFITS AFFORDED BY DIVINERS PROVIDED AN
ESSENTIAL COMPLEMENT TO THE LEGISLATIVE ROLE OF THE GOVERNING ELITE. THE STATUS AND RANK OF THE LUBA

DIVINERS AS ADVISORS TO ROYAL AND CHIEFLY AUTHORITY IS SHOWN BY THEIR OWNERSHIP OF THESE FINE
CEREMONIAL ADZE.

 


