
PAIR OF BERLIN OR GLEIWITZ CAST IRONWORK PORTRAIT BUSTS
A RARE PAIR OF BERLIN OR GLEIWITZ CAST IRONWORK PORTRAIT BUSTS 

ATTRIBUTED TO LEONHARD POSCH (AUSTRIA 1750-1831 BERLIN) 
DEPICTING JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHE (1749 - 1832) AND FRIEDRICH SCHILLER (1759 - 1805)

THE SCULPTURE OF GOETHE ENGRAVED TO THE SHOULDER ‘POSCH F.’
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZES: 14CM HIGH - 5½ INS HIGH / 14.5CM HIGH - 5¾ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

LEONHARD POSCH PRODUCED A SERIES OF CAST IRON PORTRAIT BUSTS OF PHILOSOPHERS IN THE EARLY 19TH
CENTURY WHO HAD PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN RELATING THE LITERARY MOVEMENT OF ROMANTICISM TO

CONTEMPORARY PHILOSOPHICAL THEMES. SCHILLER WAS A GERMAN POET AND MAN OF LETTERS REMEMBERED FOR
HIS INFLUENTIAL INSISTENCE ON THE IMPORTANCE OF AESTHETICS, AND ON THE PRIMACY OF THE IMAGINATION ON

ARTISTIC EXPRESSION. THE KEYNOTE OF THE ROMANTIC MOVEMENT WAS A BELIEF IN THE VALUE OF INDIVIDUAL
EXPERIENCE AND THIS MARKED A REACTION FROM THE RATIONALISM OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT AND ORDERLINESS OF

THE NEOCLASSICAL STYLE.
JOHANN WOLFGANG VON GOETHE WAS A GERMAN WRITER, SCIENTIST, PATRON AND AMATEUR ARTIST. HE WAS ONE OF

THE GIANTS OF EUROPEAN CULTURE AND HIS WRITINGS ON THE VISUAL ARTS, PARTICULARLY ON THE GROWTH OF
ROMANTICISM WERE HUGELY INFLUENTIAL, ESPECIALLY ON HIS FELLOW PHILOSOPHER, SCHILLER. HE WAS A FRIEND

AND PATRON OF MANY ARTISTS INCLUDING CASPAR DAVID FRIEDRICH AND TISCHBEIN. DELACROIX, INSPIRED BY
GOETHE’S ‘FAUST’ PRODUCED A SET OF LITHOGRAPHS ILLUSTRATING THE LITERARY WORK.

 


