Finch & C°

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN COPTIC BONE PLAQUE

AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN COPTIC BONE PLAQUE CARVED WITH ADANCING DEITY
400 - 650AD
SIZE: ACMHIGH, 2.5CMWIDE, 4CMDEEP - 1% INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, 1% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

AFTER THE DEATH OF CLEOPATRAAND MARK ANTONY IN 30 BC, EGYPT WAS MADE APROVINCE OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE
AND OVER TIME BECAVE AMAJORITY CHRISTIAN COUNTRY BEFORE LATER HAVING AMOSTLY MUSLIMPOPULATION. THE
INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY WAS PERFECTLY TIMED. GREAT SOCIAL AND INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES DUE TO THE
ROMAN CONQUEST OF EGYPT PROVIDED ASPIRITUAL NEED FOR ASIMPLE RELIGION THAT PROMSED AWONDERFUL
AFTERLIFE IN EXCHANGE FOR SUFFERING IN THIS WORLD.

THE CHRISTIANS OF EGYPT FOUND PROTECTION IN THE SYMBOLS OF THEIR ANCESTORS. THE ANKH, THE ANCIENT
SYMBOL OF LIFE WAS ADAPTED AS ASECRET SYMBOL OF CHRIST. THE CROSS WAS AROMAN SYMBOL OF SHAVEFUL
DEATH, BUT WITH THE ANKH BECAVE THE NEW CHRISTIAN SYMBOL ASSURING THE SURMVAL OF THE ANCIENT
HIEROGLYPH.

THE DEITY REPRESENTED ON THIS PLAQUE DANCING AND WEARING ATUNIC IS PERHAPS ISIS OR DEMETER WHO WAS
THE GODDESS OF THE EARTH'S FERTILITY AND OF BOUNTIFUL HARVESTS. AS DIMINE MOTHER SHE WAS PROTECTRESS
OF REGENERATION, AND HER CULT WAS GRADUALLY ASSIMLATED INTO THE CHRISTIAN WORSHIP OF THE MADONNA



