
NORTHERN GERMAN SYCAMORE MAPLE ‘WUNDERKAMMER’ STANDING COVERED CUP
A RARE NORTHERN GERMAN SYCAMORE MAPLE ‘WUNDERKAMMER’ STANDING COVERED CUP CONTAINING A FINELY

TURNED AND PIERCED WORKED GOBLET WITH AN INTRICATE SPIRALLING KNOPPED STEM OF SYCAMORE AND LIGNUM
THE LATTICE WORKED BASE WITH A CHAMBER CONTAINING A TRAPPED BALL THE BOWL HOUSING A NEST OF ONE

HUNDRED VERY THINLY TURNED SYCAMORE DIPPER CUPS THE BASE MARKED WITH A SERIES OF ETCHED X’S
SOME SMALL DIPPER CUPS MISSING

LATE 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 20.5CM HIGH, 9CM DIA. - 8 INS HIGH, 3½ INS DIA. 

CUP: 18CM HIGH, 6.5CM DIA. (MAX) - 7 INS HIGH, 2½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

A ‘TOUR DE FORCE’ OF THE COURT TURNER THERE ARE EXAMPLES OF THESE CURIOUS VESSELS IN THE ROYAL DANISH
KUNSTKAMMER IN COPENHAGEN, BUT ARE OTHERWISE VERY RARELY SEEN. PERHAPS INTENDED AS PRECIOUS SPICE

CUPS THEY ARE MORE OF A WORK OF ART THAN OBJECTS SERIOUSLY MEANT FOR USE. THE ACCURACY OF THE
INDIVIDUAL TURNING AND THE EXTREME THINNESS OF THE NEST OF CUPS REQUIRED GREAT SKILL. IN JOSEPH MOXON’S

1696 BOOK OF ‘MECHANICK EXERCISES’ HE DESCRIBES ENGINE AND OVAL TURNING IN DETAIL, WHILST THE 1701
FRENCH AUTHOR CHARLES PLUMIER IN ‘L’ART DE TOURNER EN PERFECTION’ ILLUSTRATES THE PROCESSES AND

NEARLY ALL THE DESIGNS FOUND ON 17TH CENTURY WORK AND GIVES COPIOUS INSTRUCTIONS FOR EXECUTING HIS
‘ELITE CRAFT’.

 


