
MELANESIAN NEW CALEDONIAN CARVED HARDWOOD ‘PENIS’ WAR CLUB ‘BUAT’
A MELANESIAN NEW CALEDONIAN CARVED HARDWOOD ‘PENIS’ WAR CLUB ‘BUAT’
THE DISTINCTIVE FLANGE SHAPED BUTT WITH OLD PLAITED COIR SINNET GRIP 

TATTOO MARKINGS TO THE HEAD
NATURAL HIGHLY POLISHED SMOOTH SILKY PATINA

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 87CM LONG - 34¼ INS LONG 

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 11, ITEMS NO. 79, AND 80 FOR OTHER EXAMPLES

 
LITERATURE

DESPITE THE VERY LETHAL LOOK OF THESE CLUBS, CAPTAIN COOK ON HIS SECOND PACIFIC VOYAGE EXPERIENCED
VERY LITTLE HOSTILITY FROM THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE OF NEW CALEDONIA. MEN BROUGHT THEIR WEAPONS TO SELL

AND TRADE FOR EUROPEAN GOODS, ESPECIALLY METAL AXE HEADS, AND COOK SPENT TWO WEEKS ON NEW
CALEDONIA COLLECTING ETHNOGRAPHICA.

COMPLETELY ENCIRCLED BY BARRIER REEFS, NEW CALEDONIA IS MOUNTAINOUS WITH PEAKS RISING TO 5000 FEET.
THE NATURAL FLORA IS OUTSTANDINGLY RICH IN UNIQUE SPECIES INDICATING A PROLONGED PERIOD OF ISOLATION

SINCE REMOTE GEOLOGICAL TIME. THE FRUIT BAT OR FLYING FOX WAS THE SOLE RESIDENT MAMMAL BEFORE THE
ARRIVAL OF MAN. UNLIKE OTHER AREAS OF MELANESIA, A SYSTEM OF HEREDITARY CHIEFTAINSHIP OPERATED AND

ALTHOUGH MANY DIVERSE DIALECTS WERE SPOKEN THERE WAS A GENERAL CULTURAL HOMOGENEITY THROUGHOUT
THE AREA.

 


