Finch & C°

HIMALAYAN NEPALESE HINDU RITUAL LIBATION HORN

AHIMALAYAN NEPALESE HINDU RITUAL LIBATION HORN THE COPPER SPOUT FORMED AS THE HEAD OF THE SACRED
BULL ‘NANDIN’ INLAID WITH GOLD SILVER AND TURQUOISE THE HORN BODY WITH COPPER RIM
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 13.5CMHIGH, 19CMDEEP, 8CMDIA - 5% INS HIGH, 7%2INS DEEP, 3 INS DIA

LITERATURE

SHIVAIS ALIMNG GOD. HE IS EXISTENCE WITH ALL ITS PARADOXES AND BEYOND EXISTENCE HE IS THE INDEFINABLE
ABSOLUTE. THE PHALLIC ‘LINGA IS ASYMBOL OFTEN CARVED IN STONE MARKING THE PRESENCE OF THE INVISIBLE
TRANSCENDENTAL REALITY OF SHIVA THE WORD ‘LINGA MEANS ‘SIGN’ AND PARTICULARLY REFERS TO THE MALE SIGN
OF SEX, THE PHALLUS. IN THE WORLD OF SHIVATHE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LINGA IS COMPARABLE TO THAT OF THE
CROSS IN THE CHRISTIAN WORLD.

THE IMMOVABLE SOLID SHAPE OF THE ‘LINGA OCCUPIES THE CENTRAL POSITION IN THE WORSHIP OF SHIVA POST OR
PILLAR SHAPED IT IS CARVED OF STONE, WOOD OR CAST IN METAL AND TAKES THE FORMOF AN ERECT PHALLUS. IN A
TEMPLE THE LINGAIS PLACED IN THE INNERMOST SANCTUARY AND ONE OR FOUR FACES OF THE GOD MAY PROJECT
FROMITS SHAFT. ‘NANDIN’ THE BULL WHOSE NAVE MEANS ‘GIVING JOY IS CARVED IN AN IMAGE OF ACOUCHANT BULL
AND PLACED OPPOSITE THE LINGASTONE AS HE IS SHIVA'S DEVOTED ATTENDANT. RITUAL HORNS SUCH AS THIS
CONTAIN PERFUMED OILS THAT ARE USED IN CEREMONIES POURED DROP BY DROP OVER THE LINGASTONE WHILST
CHANTING AND PRAYERS TAKE PLACE. IN HINDUISMIT IS BELIEVED THAT NO OBJECT IN THE WORLD OF SHIVAIS MORE
SACRED THAN THE ‘LINGA.



