
NEW ZEALAND MAORI GREENSTONE ‘HEI-TIKI’
A FINE NEW ZEALAND MAORI GREENSTONE ‘HEI-TIKI’ AN AMULETIC PENDANT

WORN SMOOTH SILKY PATINA WITH STONE DRILLED HOLE FOR A PENDANT CORD
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 11.5CM HIGH, 5.5CM WIDE - 4½ INS HIGH - 2¼ INS WIDE 
14CM HIGH - 5½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

THE HEI-TIKI CARVED OF GREEN NEPHRITE, A FORM OF JADE, IS PERHAPS THE BEST KNOWN OF ALL MAORI ARTEFACTS.
IT WAS REGARDED BY THE MAORI AS AN AMULETIC MEMENTO OF A DECEASED ANCESTOR OR A SUCCESSION OF

ANCESTORS THROUGH WHOSE HANDS IT HAD PASSED FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION. HEI-TIKI WERE HIGHLY
VALUED FOR THEIR DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE ‘MANA’ OF THE GREAT ONES OF THE PAST. MANY WERE GIVEN

PERSONAL NAMES, NOW SADLY LOST, AND WHEN THEY WERE BROUGHT ON TO A ‘MARAE’, THE COURTYARD OF A
MEETING HOUSE, THEY WERE OFTEN GREETED AS PEOPLE AS THOUGH THE ANCESTORS THEY REPRESENTED WERE

PHYSICALLY PRESENT.

 


