
ITALIAN CAST SILVER ROUNDEL DEPICTING ST GEORGE AS A KNIGHT ON HORSEBACK
AN ITALIAN CAST SILVER ROUNDEL DEPICTING ST GEORGE AS A KNIGHT ON HORSEBACK BRAVING THE DRAGON’S

FLAMES WATCHED FROM A TOWER BY THE KING IN AN OAK FRAME WITH EMBOSSED LEATHER SURROUND
DATED 1711 TO REVERSE

LATE 17TH CENTURY
Â€¨SIZE: 6CM DIA. - 2¼ INS DIA. / 9.5CM SQ - 3¾ INS SQ (FRAME)

 
LITERATURE

THE STORY OF GEORGE AND THE DRAGON IS NOT OF PRIMITIVE ORIGIN, BUT IT BECAME IMMENSELY POPULAR IN THE
WEST THROUGH THE GOLDEN LEGEND TRANSLATED AND PRINTED BY CAXTON. THE DRAGON, A LOCAL PEST WHICH

TERRORISED THE WHOLE COUNTRY, POISONED WITH ITS FIERY BREATH ALL WHO APPROACHED IT. EVERY DAY IT WAS
APPEASED WITH AN OFFERING OF TWO SHEEP, BUT WHEN THESE GREW SCARCE, A HUMAN VICTIM CHOSEN BY LOT WAS
TO BE SUBSTITUTED INSTEAD. THE LOT HAD FALLEN ON THE KING’S DAUGHTER WHO WENT TO HER FATE DRESSED AS A

BRIDE. GEORGE ATTACKED THE DRAGON, PIERCED IT WITH HIS LANCE, AND LED IT CAPTIVE WITH THE PRINCESS’S
GIRDLE AS IF IT WERE COMPLETELY TAME! GEORGE TOLD THE PEOPLE NOT TO BE AFRAID; IF THEY WOULD BELIEVE IN
JESUS CHRIST AND BE BAPTISED HE WOULD RID THEM OF THE MONSTER. THE KING AND PEOPLE AGREED. GEORGE

KILLED THE DRAGON AND 15,000 PEOPLE WERE BAPTISED. GEORGE WOULD TAKE NO REWARD, BUT ASKED THE KING TO
MAINTAIN CHURCHES, HONOUR PRIESTS AND SHOW COMPASSION TO THE POOR. THE LEGEND ENDS WITH THE DEATH

OF GEORGE AS A MARTYR IN THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS DIOCLETIAN AND MAXIMIAN.
HIS CULT TOOK ON A NEW DIMENSION DURING THE CRUSADES WITH RICHARD I PLACING HIMSELF UNDER GEORGE’S
PROTECTION. AT AGINCOURT HENRY V’S FAMOUS SPEECH INVOKED ST GEORGE AS ENGLAND’S PATRON. IN ITALY HE

WAS REGARDED AS A PATRON SAINT WHO PERSONIFIED THE IDEALS OF CHRISTIAN CHIVALRY.

 


