Finch & C°

MELANESIAN NEW CALEDONIAN PENIS SHAPED HARDWOOD WAR CLUB

AMELANESIAN NEW CALEDONIAN PENIS SHAPED HARDWOOD WAR CLUB THE HANDLE WITH DISTINCTIVE EXPANDED
FLANGE AT THE BUTT BOUND WITH AGRIP OF KNOTTED CORD
NATURAL OLD HIGH POLISHED PATINACHARACTERISTIC OF NEW CALEDONIAN CLUBS
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
A€ SIZE: 68CMLONG - 26% INS LONG
A€ "SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO.5, ITEMNO.70, FOR ANOTHER EXAVPLE

LITERATURE

CF: AVERY SIMLAR CLUB IS ILLUSTRATED IN AN ENGRAVING ‘ARTIFACTS FROMNEW CALEDONIA' AFTER CHAPMAN,
LONDON, 1777

A€ 'NEW CALEDONIAIS PART OF THE ARCHIPELAGO THAT FORMS THE SOUTHERN OUTPOST OF MELANESIA IT IS
MOUNTAINOUS AND ALMOST COMPLETELY ENCIRCLED BY BARRIER REEFS. THE NATURAL FLORAIS OUTSTANDINGLY

RICH IN UNIQUE SPECIES WITH THE FLYING FOXOR FRUIT BAT BEING THE SOLE RESIDENT MAVIMAL BEFORE THE

ARRIVAL OF MAN. ACCORDING TO CAPTAIN COOK'S EXPEDITION MEMBERS THE MEN OF NEW CALEDONIA ALWAYS
CARRIED THEIR WEAPONS WITH THEM, ALTHOUGH THEY DEMONSTRATED ‘AMARKED FRIENDLINESS, HONESTY AND

PEACEABLENESS’ WHICH ‘COULD NOT BE EMPHASISED ENOUGH' (COOK 1777, 11108, 118). THIS WAS IN MARKED

CONTRAST TO THEIR EXPERIENCES ON SOME OF THE ISLANDS OF THE NEWHEBRIDES. COOK THEN WENT ON



‘NOTWITHSTANDING THEIR PACIFIC INCLINATION THEY MUST SOMETIMES HAVE WARS, AS THEY ARE WELL PROVIDED
WITH OFFENSIVE WEAPONS!’



