Finch & C°

PAIR OF LARGE SOUTH NETHERLANDISH CARVED OAK ARCHITECTURAL CORBELS

APAR OF LARGE SOUTH NETHERLANDISH CARVED OAK ARCHITECTURAL CORBELS DEPICTING STYLISED MALE HEADS
WITH MOP-LIKE CURLY HAIR
THE TOPS WITH DEEPLY CARVED SCROLLS
PROBABLY ANTWERP
1STHALF 16TH CENTURY
SIZE: 49CMHIGH, 26CMWIDE, 30CMDEEP - 1974 INS HIGH, 11 INS WIDE, 11%INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE WOODCARVER TOOK PLACE IN THE MIDDLE AGES WHEN THERE WAS AHUGE DEMAND FOR
SECULAR AND RELIGIOUS STATUARY AND ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK. THE LAVISH DECORATION OF ROOFS,
PANELLING, PEWS AND SCREENS ABSORBED THE TIME AND ENERGY OF WHOLE GENERATIONS OF CRAFTSMEN.
BUILDING ON THESE SOLID WORKSHOP TRADITIONS BRUSSELS, TOGETHER WITH TOURNAI, BECAVE THE PRINCIPAL
SOUTH NETHERLANDS CENTRES FOR SCULPTURE IN THE EARLY 16TH CENTURY. ANTWERP GRADUALLY TOOK OVER
THIS PRE-EMINENT ROLE BECAUSE OF ITS DOMNANT TRADING POSITION. HOWEVER, SCULPTURE FLOURISHED
ELSEWHERE IN THE NETHERLANDS AND WAS SUCCESSFULLY PRODUCED ACROSS THE REGION TO SATISFY THE
BURGEONING MARKET FOR ALTARPIECES, FIGURES OF SAINTS, MADONNAS AND ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK.
THESE CORBELS ARE PERHAPS FROM THE GREAT CHAVBER OF ALARGE HOUSE WHERE THEY WERE USED TO
SUPPORT ROOF BEAMS.
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