Finch & C°

ITALIAN ROMAN ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE CAST BRONZE OVAL PLAQUETTE

AN ITALIAN ROMAN ‘AFTER THE ANTIQUE’ CAST BRONZE OVAL PLAQUETTE DEPICTING THE HEAD OF CAESAR AUGUSTUS
WEARING ALAUREL WREATH IN HIS HAIR INSCRIBED ‘AVGAF»DIMEMAE!.
ORIGINAL MEDIUMBROVWWN PATINA
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 10CMHIGH, 8CMWIDE - 4 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE MOST IMPORTANT 17TH CENTURY COLLECTOR OF BRONZE PLAQUETTES WAS CHARLES |, BUT OTHER GRAND
TOURISTS ALSO FORMED INTERESTING, ALBEIT SMALLER, COLLECTIONS. DR JOHN BARGRAVE (1610-1680) CANON OF
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL AND SCHOOLMATE OF JOHN TRADESCANT, IN THE COURSE OF FOUR GRAND TOURS TO THE
CONTINENT MADE BETWEEN 1646 AND 1670 AS ATRAVELLING TUTOR TO YOUNG MEN, ASSEMBLED AMODEST, BUT
VARIED COLLECTION WHICH IS NOW IN THE LIBRARY OF CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL TOGETHER WITH HIS OVWN
MANUSCRIPT CATALOGUE. HE RECORDED IN HIS CATALOGUE THAT HE ACQUIRED SOME OF THE PLAQUETTES BELIEVING
THEMTO BE ROMAN ANTIQUITIES, AND DESCRIBED ONE 15TH CENTURY BRONZE PLAQUETTE OF FIVE PUTTI AT PLAY AS
BEING ‘DUGG OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF BACCHUS'.

DERIVED FROMANTIQUE PROTOTYPES AND OFTEN BASED ON ANCIENT INTAGLIO GEMS, BRONZE PLAQUETTES
APPEALED TO THE MEDALLIC AND COIN COLLECTOR, AND TO THE CONNOISSEUR OF SMALL ANTIQUE GEMS.



