
FRENCH ANATOMICAL SPECIMEN OF A DISARTICULATED HUMAN SKULL
A FRENCH ANATOMICAL SPECIMEN OF A DISARTICULATED HUMAN SKULL

CONTAINED IN A TWO TIERED PAPER BOX WITH AN OLD LABEL TO THE LID ‘MSON TRAMOND PR ET FR DES FACUTÉS
ANATOME, HISTOIRE NATURELLE. PARIS 9 RUE DE L'ECOLE DE MÉDECINE.’

CIRCA 1870 – 1890
SIZE: BOX: 21CM HIGH, 18.5CM DIA. - 8¼ INS HIGH, 7¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS THE HUMAN BODY AND HOW IT WORKED WAS A MYSTERY, EVEN TO THE MOST
SOPHISTICATED ANCIENT CIVILISATIONS. ANATOMY, THE STUDY OF BODY STRUCTURE IS NOW CENTRAL TO THE STUDY

OF DISEASE, BUT IT WAS NOT PART OF ANY MEDICAL COURSE TAUGHT AT MEDIEVAL UNIVERSITIES UNTIL THE 13TH
CENTURY. IN LONDON THE PRACTISE OF DISSECTION AND THE STUDY OF ANATOMY WERE ENCOURAGED AS EARLY AS

1540 BY AN ACT WHICH GAVE THE MASTERS OF THE BARBER-SURGEONS THE RIGHT TO TAKE ANNUALLY, THE BODIES OF
FOUR FELONS FOR DISSECTION IMMEDIATELY AFTER THEIR EXECUTION.

DURING THE 18TH CENTURY DISEASE BEGAN TO BE LINKED TO CHANGES THAT COULD BE DETECTED BY EXAMINING
BODIES EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER DEATH, AND AS A RESULT A THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF ANATOMY BECAME THE

NORM. FROM 1750 TO 1850 MEDICAL STUDENTS WERE EXPECTED TO LEARN HOW TO DISSECT AND TO PRESERVE, AND
IT WAS WITH HUMAN BODY PARTS THAT THEY WERE TAUGHT ANATOMY. DISARTICULATED SKULLS CONSISTING OF ALL

THE BONY PARTS OF THE HUMAN SKULL BROKEN DOWN AND COMPARTMENTALISED, ENABLED THE STUDENT TO LEARN
ABOUT EACH SECTION, AND ITS PLACE AND FUNCTION, BY REFORMING THE SKULL INTO A WHOLE LIKE A JIGSAW PUZZLE.

 


