
INDO-PORTUGUESE GOA CARVED IVORY OF THE MADONNA
A FINE INDO-PORTUGUESE GOA CARVED IVORY OF THE MADONNA AS ‘OUR LADY OF CONCEPTION’ HOLDING THE CHRIST
CHILD STANDING ON THE HORNS OF A CRESCENT MOON RAISED ON AN IVORY BASE CARVED WITH ACANTHUS LEAVES

HER LEFT HAND ONCE HOLDING A SCEPTRE
EXTENSIVE TRACES OF OLD RED POLYCHROME AND GOLD LEAF TO THE HAIR AND ROBES

SECOND HALF 17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 21CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE, 5.5CM DEEP – 8¼ INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

DURING THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES GOA BECAME A MAGNET FOR CRAFTSMEN FROM ALL OVER INDIA AND THE
SURROUNDING REGIONS. IT WAS A MAJOR COMMERCIAL AND ARTISTIC CENTRE CONNECTING SOUTHERN AND

NORTHERN INDIA WITH THE REST OF THE WORLD. WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF SHIPPING AND SEA ROUTES IT BECAME A
TRADING HUB IN LUXURY GOODS. AS A CONSEQUENCE, LARGE NUMBERS OF EUROPEANS SETTLED IN GOA MOST OF

THEM MERCHANTS CONNECTED TO THE TRADE IN PRECIOUS STONES, GOLD, IVORY, JEWELLERY AND EXOTIC
CURIOSITIES. SOME OF THEM WERE MISSIONARIES, AND IT WAS THE JESUITS IN PARTICULAR WHO INFLUENCED AND
DEVELOPED A MARKET FOR RELIGIOUS IMAGES IN GOA. FROM EARLY ON THE PORTUGUESE WERE ENGAGED IN THE

PROFITABLE IVORY TRADE, SETTING UP WORKSHOPS, EMPLOYING CRAFTSMEN AND EXPORTING THE RESULTING WORKS
OF ART BACK TO EUROPE. WHEN, IN THE LATE 16TH CENTURY, THE BODY OF THE JESUIT SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER CAME

BACK TO GOA AND A CULT OF CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE GREW UP AROUND HIS SACRED SHRINE DEVOTIONAL IMAGES
BECAME SOUGHT AFTER LOCALLY AND A STEADY HOME MARKET WAS ALSO DEVELOPED.

 


