Finch & C°

BERING STRAIT INUPIAK ESKIMO IVORY DRAG HANDLE CARVED WITH TWO OPPOSING POLAR BEAR HEADS

AN UNUSUAL BERING STRAIT INUPIAK ESKIMO IMORY DRAG HANDLE CARVED WITH TWO OPPOSING POLAR BEAR HEADS
THE NOSTRILS INLAID WITH BALEEN, ORIGINAL SEAL SKIN CORD
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 8CMLONG, 3CMDIA (MAX) — 3 INS LONG, 174 INS DIA (MAX)

LITERATURE

BEFORE AHUNTER SETS OUT ON THE ARCTIC SEAICE HE MAKES SURE THAT HIS EQUIPMENT IS IN PROPER ORDER,
THAT HE IS WARMLY CLOTHED, THAT HE HAS THE CORRECT WEAPONS FOR THAT SEASON'’S GAVE, AND IMPORTANTLY
THAT HE IS PREPARED SPIRITUALLY FOR ENCOUNTERS WITH POTENTIALLY UNFRIENDLY SPIRITS. HE THEREFORE
CARRIES PROTECTIVE FETISHES IN POUCHES AROUND HIS NECK OR SEVWN INTO HIS CLOTHING, HUNTING CHARMS TO
ASSIST HIMIN FINDING PREY AND OTHERS TO GUIDE HIS WEAPON. IN WINTER THE GAVE IS BROUGHT HOME OVER THE
ICE WITH THE AID OF DRAG HANDLES. THESE ARE SYMBOLICALLY SHAPED AS ASEAL, POPLAR BEAR OR WALRUS, AND
THE REPETITIVE USE OF IMAGERY REINFORCES THE APPEASEMENT OF THE HUNTED ANIMAL’S SOUL.



