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GEORGIAN IVORY SAND GLASS MEASURING THREE MINUTES OF TIME

AGEORGIAN IVORY SAND GLASS MEASURING THREE MINUTES OF TIME
ALABEL TO THE BASE: ‘MARIABAER COLLECTION’
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 9CMHIGH, 4CMDIA — 3%2INS HIGH, 172 INS DIA

LITERATURE

REGARDED AS ASYMBOL OF EARTHLY LIFE AND DEATH, THE SAND GLASS IS AN INSTRUMENT THAT WAS FORMERLY IN
COMMON USE FOR MEASURING INTERVALS OF TIME. THEY RANGE FROM THE 3 OR 4-MNUTE EGG TIMER SUCH AS THIS
EXAVPLE, THROUGH QUARTER AND HALF HOUR GLASSES, TO THE HOURGLASS. THEY WERE AMORE ACCURATE
DEVELOPMENT FROM CLEPSYDRAS OR WATER CLOCKS OF THE EARLY EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN CIVILISATIONS,
WHICH EMPLOYED FALLING DROPS OF WATER, INSTEAD OF GRAINS OF SAND, TO MEASURE TIMVE. THE ROYAL NAVY USED
SAND GLASSES UNTIL 1839 TO COUNT THE HALF HOURS UNTIL WATCHES AND CLOCKS GRADUALLY SUPERSEDED
THEM



