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A PAIR OF ENGLISH CARVED PINE WOOD JOINTED ARTISTS LAY FIGURES 

MALE AND FEMALE
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 32CM LONG – 12½ INS LONG (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

JOINTED WOODEN FIGURES REPRESENTING IDEAL PROPORTIONS OF THE HUMAN BODY HAVE BEEN USED BY ARTISTS
FOR SEVERAL, IF NOT MANY CENTURIES. THEY MOST PROBABLY ORIGINATED IN ITALY OR GREECE AND HAVE BEEN USED

BY ARTISTS AND SCULPTORS FOR THE POSING OF BARE LIMBS IN VARIOUS POSITIONS AND ALSO FOR THE
ARRANGEMENT OF DRAPERIES. THEY CAN BE FOUND IN ALL SIZES FROM A FEW INCHES HIGH UP TO LIFE SIZE. FROM THE

17TH CENTURY LAY FIGURES WERE MADE WITH PIVOTAL BALL JOINTS AT THE NECK, SHOULDERS, ELBOWS, WRISTS,
THIGHS AND ANKLES SO ARRANGED AS TO ALLOW FOR NATURAL BENDING AND TURNING. THE FACES ARE

EXPRESSIONLESS, AND THE MAJORITY ARE CARVED FROM PINE.

 


