Finch & C°

ANTIQUE TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A GALAPAGOS ISLANDS TORTOISE

ARARE ANTIQUE TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A GALAPAGOS ISLANDS TORTOISE WITH DOMED SHELL ‘GEOCHELONE
ELEPHANTOPUS DARWINI' FROMJAVES ISLAND
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 25.5CMHIGH, 26CMLONG, 46CMWIDE — 10 INS HIGH, 22 INS LONG, 18 INS WIDE
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 6, ITEMNO. 31, FOR AN EXAMPLE OF AGIANT GALAPAGOS ISLANDS TORTOISESHELL
‘GEOCHELONE NIGRA

LITERATURE

WITH AHUGE CARAPACE, MASSIVE LIMBS AND ALONG NECK THE GALAPAGOS TORTOISE IS THE LARGEST LIMNG
TORTOISE IN THE WORLD. THIS IS PARTLY DUE TO ITS ADAPTATION TO LIMNG IN AN ENVIRONMENT WITH AN UNRELIABLE
FOOD SUPPLY AS THE LARGER THE TORTOISE THE MORE FOOD IT CAN STORE. THE SPECIES WITH DOMED SHELLS
GENERALLY GRAZE ON GRASSES WHILST THOSE WITH SADDLE-BACKED SHELLS ARE ADAPTED FOR BROWSING
SHRUBS.

BY 1875 THEY WERE SO REDUCED IN NUVMBER IT TOOK COMMANDER COOKSON OVER AFORTNIGHT TO FIND ASINGLE
SPECIMEN ON INDEFATIGABLE ISLAND. HOWEVER, SINCE 1965 THE CHARLES DARWIN RESEARCH STATION HAS WORKED
HARD TO ERADICATE THE NON-INDIGENOUS FERAL GOATS, RATS AND PIGS ON THE ISLANDS THAT EAT THE TORTOISE'S
EGGS AND HAVE RUN ASUCCESSFUL BREEDING PROGRAMVE BOOSTING THEIR NUMBERS CONSIDERABLY, WITH THE
ECUADORIAN NATIONAL PARK SERVICE RECENTLY ESTIMATING APOPULATION OF 3000 TO 3500 INDIMIDUAL TORTOISES.



