Finch & C°

AJIAN THROWING CLUB ‘1 ULA TAVATAVA' WITH DECORATED GRIP

APACIFIC FIJIAN THROWING CLUB ‘| ULATAVATAVA WITH DECORATED GRIP
SMOOTH GLOSSY PATINA
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 42.5CMHIGH — 16%INS HIGH
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEMNO. 118, FOR ANOTHER EXAVPLE

LITERATURE

FIJIAN WARRIORS REGARDED THEIR WEAPONS NOT JUST AS ATOOL FOR KILLING AN ENEMY, BUT ALSO AS VALUABLE
COMVODITIES, AND AS POWERFUL SYMBOLS OF AUTHORITY AND MASCULINITY. AWEAPON REPRESENTED THE
SANCTION OF THE ANCESTRAL GODS, AND ACLUB THAT HAD SHED BLOOD DEMONSTRATED ITS ‘MANA, ITS
SUPERNATURAL EFFECTIVENESS TO PERFORM THE TASK FOR WHICH IT WAS MADE.

IN 1884 THE MISSIONARY REVEREND THOMAS WILLIAMS WROTE REGARDING THE ULA‘ANOTHER WEAPON MUCH USED IS
THE MSSILE CLUB, WHICH IS WORN IN THE GIRDLE SOMETIVES IN PAIRS LIKE PISTOLSAE! THIS IS HURLED WITH GREAT
PRECISION AND USED FORMERLY TO BE THE FAVOURITE IMPLEMENT OF ASSASSINATION’ (REV. T. WILLIAMS; FIJI AND THE
FIJIANS, PG 47)



