
ANCIENT ROMAN LIFE-SIZE HOLLOW CAST GILDED BRONZE HAIRY GOAT’S FOOT
A LARGE ANCIENT ROMAN LIFE-SIZE HOLLOW CAST GILDED BRONZE HAIRY GOAT’S FOOT FROM A SCULPTURE OF THE

GOD PAN WITH TRACES OF ORIGINAL GILDING 
ANCIENT REPAIRS

1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD
SIZE: 26CM HIGH – 10¼ INS HIGH 

PROVENANCE: FOUND DURING THE EXCAVATION OF VOLCANIC PUMICE STONE IN A QUARRY AT ‘BURTELSGRABEN’
NICKENICH RHINE VALLEY GERMANY IN THE 1950’S

PURCHASED 1960 BY A GERMAN PRIVATE COLLECTOR
THENCE BY DESCENT

 
LITERATURE

PAN, THE GOAT GOD, WAS ORIGINALLY THE ARCADIAN GOD OF HILLS AND WOODS, THE PROTECTING DEITY OF FLOCKS,
HERDSMEN AND HUNTERS OF SMALL GAME SUCH AS HARES AND PARTRIDGES. HALF MAN, HALF GOAT, HE WAS

PORTRAYED WITH A PUCK-NOSE, BEARDED WITH SHAGGY HAIR, TWO HORNS AND GOAT’S FEET. HE WAS IMAGINED AS
WANDERING BY DAY THROUGH THE HILLS WITH THE NYMPHS GUARDING THE FLOCKS, ESPECIALLY THE GOATS, AND
CHASING WILD ANIMALS. AS A SPIRIT OF THE WOODLAND HE WAS ALSO A GOD OF PROPHECY AND SO THERE WERE

ANCIENT ORACLES OF PAN. OLD OAKS, PINE TREES, CAVES AND MOUNTAINS, AND TORTOISES WERE SACRED TO HIM. HIS
CULT WAS MAINLY CONFINED TO THE COUNTRYSIDE AND AS A GOD OF NATURE HE WAS ONE OF THE COMPANIONS OF

CYBELE. TO THE ROMANS HE WAS A UNIVERSAL GOD, WITH THE WORD ‘PAN’ MEANING ‘ALL’.

 


