
FRENCH IVORY AND TORTOISESHELL TABLE SNUFF BOX
A FRENCH IVORY AND TORTOISESHELL TABLE SNUFF BOX FINELY PAINTED WITH A SATIRICAL POLITICAL SCENE

PROBABLY RELATING TO THE STATE OF FRANCE DURING THE REIGN OF KING LOUIS PHILIPPE
SIGNED ‘SALVY’
CIRCA 1830 – 50

SIZE: 9.5CM DIA. 3CM HIGH – 3¾ INS DIA. 1¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

DEPICTED WEARING A PHRYGIAN CAP, THE FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY SYMBOL OF LIBERTY, ONE CHARACTER LOOKS ON
AS ANOTHER DRESSED IN THE UNIFORM OF A CAPTAIN OF THE NAPOLEONIC INFANTRY TURNS AWAY FROM THE

SPECTACLE OF A GENERAL PULLING THE MOUSTACHE OF A YOUNG BOY.
ALTHOUGH A FIELD IN WHICH BRITISH ARTISTS HAVE EXCELLED, THE GREATEST OF ALL POLITICAL CARICATURISTS WAS
THE FRENCHMAN DAUMIER (1808-79) WHO IN 1832 WAS IMPRISONED FOR SIX MONTHS FOR HIS ATTACKS ON KING LOUIS

PHILIPPE. IN 1835 THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT PROHIBITED POLITICAL CARICATURE AND DAUMIER, AN ARDENT
REPUBLICAN, TURNED TO SOCIAL SATIRE. HOWEVER, HE RETURNED TO POLITICAL SUBJECTS IN 1848 WHEN LOUIS

PHILIPPE WAS DEPOSED.

 


