
FIJIAN HARDWOOD POLE CLUB ‘BOWAI’
A FINELY PATINATED FIJIAN HARDWOOD POLE CLUB ‘BOWAI’ THE DECORATED FLARED HANDLE WITH CONCAVE BUTT

INSCRIBED WITH AN INVENTORY NO. ‘XXVII.D.’
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 115CM LONG – 45¼ INS LONG 
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 15, ITEM NO. 41, FOR ANOTHER ‘BOWAI’

 
LITERATURE

IT IS BELIEVED THAT FIJIAN WEAPONS HAVE BEEN MADE IN A NUMBER OF STYLISED FORMS FOR OVER 300 YEARS. FIJIAN
TRADITIONS AND SURVIVING CLUBS THAT HAVE BEEN PASSED DOWN THROUGH SUCCEEDING GENERATIONS SUGGEST

THAT THE INDIGENOUS WEAPONS MADE AND USED BY THE 19TH CENTURY WARRIORS OF THE ISLANDS WERE IDENTICAL
IN SHAPE AND FORM TO THOSE OF AT LEAST 200-300 YEARS BEFORE. EACH DIFFERENT SHAPE HAS A SPECIAL NAME, AND

FOR EACH CLUB A DIFFERENT ROOTED IRONWOOD SAPLING IS TRAINED OVER TIME, AND THEN HARVESTED AND
METICULOUSLY CRAFTED INTO A FORMIDABLE WEAPON.

THESE CLUBS WERE USED IN DIVINATION RITES AND WOULD BE STOOD UPON THEIR BUTT ENDS. IF THEY REMAINED
STANDING DURING THE CEREMONIES THE OMENS WERE GOOD, BUT IF THEY FELL OVER, IT WAS BAD.

 


