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A TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A LARGE AFRICAN SPURRED TORTOISE ‘GEOCHELONE SULCATA’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 27CM HIGH, 52.5CM LONG, 33.5CM WIDE – 10¾ INS HIGH, 20¾ INS LONG, 13¼ INS WIDE 
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THE AFRICAN SPURRED TORTOISE IS THE LARGEST MAINLAND TORTOISE SPECIES AND CAN BE IDENTIFIED BY ITS
TYPICAL WIDE HONEY-COLOURED CARAPACE WITH WELL-DEFINED GROWTH ANNULI ON THE SCUTES, AND BY ITS HEAD

AND LIMBS THICKLY COVERED IN SCALES. THE SPECIES DERIVES ITS NAME FROM THE PRESENCE OF TWO OR THREE
STRONG SPURS ON EACH SIDE OF THE TAIL. IT IS AN ARID COUNTRY SPECIES FOUND RIGHT ACROSS THE SOUTHERN

FRINGES OF THE SAHARA AND USES ITS SANDY COLOURATION AS CAMOUFLAGE. MUCH OF ITS HABITAT IS SO DRY THAT IT
MAY NOT HAVE ACCESS TO STANDING WATER FOR YEARS SO IT AVOIDS EXCESSIVE MOISTURE LOSS BY HAVING AN

IMPERMEABLE SKIN AND BY DIGGING SHALLOW BURROWS IN THE GROUND, SOMETIMES SLOPING DOWN TO A DEPTH OF
30 INCHES. IN CAPTIVITY THEY HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO LIVE UPWARDS OF 50 YEARS, BUT WILL DRINK WATER FAR MORE

FREQUENTLY AND IN GREATER QUANTITIES THAN IT WOULD EVER HAVE ACCESS TO IN THE WILD.

 


