Finch & C°

SAILORS SCRIMSHAW CARVED SPERM WHALE TOOTH IVORY WALKING CANE

AFINE AND SUBSTANTIAL SAILORS SCRIMSHAW CARVED SPERMWHALE TOOTH IVORY WALKING CANE
THE HANDLE CARVED AS ACLENCHED FIST GRIPPING ACOILED SERPENT. THE SHAFT INLAID WITH BALEEN
PROBABLY AVERICAN
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 87CMLONG— 3474 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THIS EXCEPTIONAL CANE IS OCTAGONALLY CARVED FROM SEVERAL LARGE AND HEAVY SPERMWHALE TEETH, WITH
EACH SECTION OF THE SHAFT CAREFULLY INLAID WITH WHALE BALEEN. THE CLENCHED FIST IS EMBLEMATIC OF
‘FRIENDSHIPS HAND’ AND WAS USED BY SCRIMSHANDERS TO SYMBOLISE PROTECTION, JUSTICE AND POWER, AND THE
SNAKE AS ASYMBOL OF THE UNITY OF THE COLONIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AVERICA



