
SAILORS SCRIMSHAW CARVED SPERM WHALE TOOTH IVORY WALKING CANE
A FINE AND SUBSTANTIAL SAILORS SCRIMSHAW CARVED SPERM WHALE TOOTH IVORY WALKING CANE

THE HANDLE CARVED AS A CLENCHED FIST GRIPPING A COILED SERPENT. THE SHAFT INLAID WITH BALEEN
PROBABLY AMERICAN
MID 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 87CM LONG – 34¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THIS EXCEPTIONAL CANE IS OCTAGONALLY CARVED FROM SEVERAL LARGE AND HEAVY SPERM WHALE TEETH, WITH
EACH SECTION OF THE SHAFT CAREFULLY INLAID WITH WHALE BALEEN. THE CLENCHED FIST IS EMBLEMATIC OF

‘FRIENDSHIPS HAND’ AND WAS USED BY SCRIMSHANDERS TO SYMBOLISE PROTECTION, JUSTICE AND POWER, AND THE
SNAKE AS A SYMBOL OF THE UNITY OF THE COLONIES OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

 


