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LITERATURE

FORMIDABLE SEMI-AQUATIC PREDATORS THESE LARGE REPTILES CAN GROW TO BE OVER 6 METRES LONG. THEY ARE
SURVIVORS FROM THE AGE OF THE DINOSAURS HAVING CHANGED LITTLE IN THE LAST 65 MILLION YEARS. LIKE MOST

CROCODILES, THE NILE CROCODILE HAS EYES AND NOSTRILS ON TOP OF ITS HEAD HELPING IT TO SEE AND BREATHE IN
WATER. THEY ARE CARNIVORES EATING A MIXTURE OF LIVE PREY AND CARRION. VARIOUS TECHNIQUES ARE USED BY

THEM WHEN HUNTING, BUT THE MOST USUAL IS TO LIE IN WAIT AT THE EDGES OF RIVERS AND LAKES FOR MAMMALS TO
COME WITHIN RANGE AS THEY DRINK.

CROCODILES HAVE LONG JAWS WITH TEETH THAT ARE EXPOSED EVEN WHEN ITS MOUTH IS CLOSED, BUT ALTHOUGH IT



HAS A POWERFUL BITE, IT CANNOT CHEW AND THIS PRESENTS PROBLEMS WHEN DEALING WITH LARGE PREY SUCH AS
ZEBRAS, WILDEBEEST AND BUFFALOS. THE NILE CROCODILE MANAGES THESE BY DRAGGING THEM UNDER WATER AND

THEN SPINNING AROUND TO TEAR OFF CHUNKS OF FLESH.

 


