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VICTORIAN ASHFORD INLAID BLACK MARBLE TABLE CANDLESTICKS

APAR OF VICTORIAN ASHFORD INLAID BLACK MARBLE TABLE CANDLESTICKS WITH DECORATIVE INLAID PANELS OF
QUARTZ, BLUE JOHN, MALACHITE AND VARIOUS COLOURED MARBLES
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 29.5CMHIGH, 12CM SQUARE (BASE) — 11% INS HIGH, 4% INS SQUARE (BASE)

LITERATURE

THE LIMESTONE MASSIF OF THE DERBYSHIRE PEAK DISTRICT HAS SOMVE TWO THOUSAND NAVED MINERAL VEINS MOST
OF WHICH WERE ORIGINALLY MINED FOR THEIR LEAD-ORE, GALENABY THE ROMANS IN THE 1ST TO 3RD CENTURY AD.
THE QUARTZ MINERALS FOUND AS ARESULT WERE, FROMTHE 18TH CENTURY ONWARDS, SUCCESSFULLY
MANUFACTURED INTO TURNED AND POLISHED OBJECTS THAT WERE SOLD IN THE FASHIONABLE SPA TOVWNS OF
ASHFORD-IN-THE-WATER, BAKEWELL, MATLOCK AND BUXTON.

TOURISMINCREASED AT THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY WITH THE OPENING OF SUCH ATTRACTIONS AS THE
SPEEDWELL MNE IN CASTLETON. IN 1836 THE BLUE JOHN CAVERN WAS IMPROVED AND HAD AWORKSHOP AND SHOP
OUTSIDE SELLING MARBLE, SPAR AND BLUE JOHN ORNAVENTS. WITH THE ARRIVAL OF THE RAILWAYS IN THE 1860°'S
TOURISMINCREASED FROMAFLOOD TO ATORRENT, AND ‘MUSEUMS’ WERE OPENED WHERE ONE COULD LITERALLY
‘MUSE’ ON THE OBJECTS WHILST MAKING UP ONE’'S MIND TO PURCHASE SOMETHING. ‘PETRIFICATIONEERS’ HAD SHOPS
SELLING FOSSILS, MNERAL SPECIMENS AND OBJECTS OF MARBLE; IN PARTICULAR OF THE INLAID ASHFORD BLACK
MARBLE. MUCH HAD BEEN MADE OF THIS ASHFORD MARBLE AT THE GREAT EXHIBITION OF 1851, BUT BY 1905 THE WORKS
IN ASHFORD-IN-THE-WATER HAD CLOSED.



