
SET OF THIRTY FOUR COMPANY SCHOOL MINIATURE GOUACHES
A SET OF THIRTY FOUR COMPANY SCHOOL MINIATURE GOUACHES ON IVORY DEPICTING THE PALACES TEMPLES AND

MAUSOLEUMS OF MUGHAL INDIA
LAID ON AN OLD PAPER PANEL WITH INK INSCRIPTIONS LOCATING AND NAMING VARIOUS MONUMENTS

CIRCA 1860
SIZE: 19.5CM HIGH, 21CM WIDE – 7¾ INS HIGH, 8¼ INS WIDE (CARD)

 
LITERATURE

THE EXOTICISM OF INDIAN MUGHAL ARCHITECTURE AND THE IDEA OF THE PICTURESQUE BECAME A BRITISH OBSESSION
IN THE 19TH CENTURY. INFLUENCED BY THE PAINTINGS OF RUINS AND MONUMENTS BY THOMAS DANIELL AND WILLIAM

HODGES, AN INDIAN VOGUE IN REGENCY ARCHITECTURE AROSE RESULTING IN COUNTRY HOUSES SUCH AS SEZINCOTE
IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE BUILT IN 1805 AND CULMINATING IN THE ROYAL PAVILION AT BRIGHTON. IN BOTH, THE

PICTURESQUE AND THE EXOTIC WERE COMPLEMENTARY, BUT THE TREATMENT OF REAL MOGHUL INDIAN
ARCHITECTURE WITH A PICTURESQUE PAINTERLY METHOD TENDED TO TEMPER, RATHER THAN EXAGGERATE THEIR

EXOTICISM MAKING THEM CONFORM TO EUROPEAN ARTISTIC VALUES AND BECOME PART OF THE ENGLISH LANDSCAPE
TRADITION.

 


