Finch & C°

GERMAN CASED TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF A MAGNIHCENT GOLDEN EAGLE

AN INTERESTING GERMAN CASED TAXIDERMY SPECIMEN OF AMAGNIFICENT GOLDEN EAGLE ‘AQUILA CHRYSAI«TOS', AN
OLD LABEL IN GERMAN SCRIPT BEARING THE DATE OF OCT 1839
CIRCA1839
SIZE: 90.5CMHIGH, 66CMWIDE, 34.5CMDEEP — 35”2 INS HIGH, 26 INS WIDE, 13%2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE ANCIENT ROMANS CALLED THE GOLDEN EAGLE ‘AQUILA" AND USED IT AS THE SYMBOL OF ROVE'S POWER AND
SUPREMACY. ITS IMAGE SURMOUNTED THE STAFFS BORNE IN FRONT OF EVERY ROMAN LEGION.
THE EAGLE HAS LEGENDARY EYESIGHT AND IS AGREAT HUNTER FEEDING LARGELY ON ANIMALS WHICH IT KILLS WITH
ITS POWERFUL TALONS; RABBITS, MARMOTS AND SQUIRRELS. IT IS STILL TRAINED FOR HUNTING IN ASIAAND USED TO
CATCH LARGE GAVE. WITH AWINGSPAN OVER SIXFEET THEY ARE LONG-LIVED BIRDS. ONCE HAVING ESTABLISHED A
NESTING SPOT, THEY COME BACK TO IT YEAR AFTER YEAR. THEY SOMETIMES NEST IN TREES, BUT THEIR FAVOURITE
AERIE IS AN INACCESSIBLE LEDGE ON ACLIFF. THEY BUILD AHUGE BULGING NEST OF STICKS AND ADD TO IT ANNUALLY.
THE USUAL CLUTCH IS TWO EGGS, SOMETIMES ONLY ONE. THE INCUBATION PERIOD LASTS ABOUT 6 WEEKS AND WHEN
HATCHED BOTH PARENTS FEED THE YOUNG, ALTHOUGH THE MALE SEEMS TO BRING MORE FOOD. THEY REMAIN IN THE
NEST FOR AT LEAST 12 WEEKS BEFORE THEY ARE ABLE TOFLY.
AT ONE TIME THE GOLDEN EAGLE WAS FOUND ACROSS THE WHOLE OF EURASIAAND NORTH AVERICA MOSTLY IN
MOUNTAINOUS AREAS. ITS PRESENT RARITY THROUGH MOST OF ITS RANGE IS LARGELY DUE TO SHOOTING, POISONING
AND THE USE OF PESTICIDES AND HERBICIDES IN AGRICULTURE. IT IS NOW EXTINCT OVER MUCH OF ITS FORMER
RANGE, BUT THERE EXISTS SOME 400 KNOVWN PAIRS IN THE ALPS, OFTEN SUCCESSFULLY ANNUALLY REARING TWO
YOUNG, WHICH USED TO BE THE EXCEPTION.



