
FRENCH DIEPPE IVORY PLAQUE
A FINE FRENCH DIEPPE IVORY PLAQUE CARVED IN HIGH RELIEF WITH A DRAMATIC AND NOBLE STAG HUNTING SCENE

WHEN LIT FROM BEHIND THE EXTENSIVE DETAIL CAN BE VIEWED IN THREE DIMENSIONS. THE IVORY THINLY CARVED TO
THE TOP TO CREATE THE IMPRESSION OF A FOREST. AFTER A RENAISSANCE TAPESTRY

MID 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 11.5CM HIGH, 18CM WIDE, 1CM DEEP – 4½ INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE, ¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 19TH CENTURY THERE WERE MORE IVORY CARVERS AT WORK IN FRANCE THAN IN ANY OTHER EUROPEAN
COUNTRY, WITH THE MOST NOTABLE CENTRES OF PRODUCTION BEING PARIS AND DIEPPE. THE CRAFT OF IVORY

CARVING IN FRANCE WAS RECOGNISED AS ONE OF IMPORTANCE COMMERCIALLY AS WELL AS ARTISTICALLY.
‘TABLETTERIE’ WERE CLASSIFIED AS ‘HE WHO MAKES AND SELLS CHESSBOARDS, CHESSMEN, DRAUGHTS, BILLIARD

BALLS AND OTHER WORKS OF IVORY... A TOY-MAN OR WOMAN, ONE THAT KEEPS A TOY SHOP’. A ‘TOYSHOP’ MEANT A SHOP
THAT SOLD EXPENSIVE LUXURY ITEMS FOR ADULTS, NOT CHILDREN. THE ‘IVOIRIER’ ALSO MADE STATUES, CRUCIFIXES,
KNIFE AND DOOR HANDLES, COMBS, FANS, SEWING ACCESSORIES, HOLY WATER STOUPS, NARRATIVE PLAQUES SUCH
AS THIS, AND PORTRAIT PLAQUES. ALL OF THESE OBJECTS WERE SUCCESSFULLY SOLD BY THE IVORY CARVER IN HIS
OWN SHOP, IN DIEPPE OFTEN LOCATED IN THE GRAND RUE, WITHOUT THE NEED FOR MIDDLEMEN WHO HAD HELPED

KEEP THE ENGLISH IVORY CRAFTSMEN DOWN.

 


