
SUMERIAN CARVED STONE RELIEF SCULPTURE OF A RECLINING BULL
A RARE SUMERIAN CARVED STONE RELIEF SCULPTURE OF A RECLINING BULL 

ITS LEGS FOLDED UNDER AND WITH HORNS ALONG ITS HEAD. PIERCED VERTICALLY IN THE MIDDLE OF THE BACK FOR
SUSPENSION

THE SHELL INLAY TO THE EYES NOW MISSING
CIRCA 3200 – 2800 BC

SIZE: 5CM HIGH, 7CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP – 2 INS HIGH, 2¾ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE BULL WAS A POPULAR FIGURE IN EARLY SUMERIAN ART AND PLAYED A PROMINENT ROLE IN THE ICONOGRAPHY,
RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY OF SUMERIA AND MESOPOTAMIA. IT WAS A SYMBOL OF STRENGTH AND REPRESENTATIVE OF
GOD AS THE 'BULL OF HEAVEN' SLAIN BY GILGAMESH. THESE SMALL SCULPTURES WERE PROBABLY WORN SUSPENDED
FROM THE NECK AS AMULETS TO REPEL MISFORTUNE, ENSURE CONTINUING GOODWILL FROM THE GODS AND TO KEEP

MALEVOLENT FORCES AT BAY. THE SUMERIANS DEVELOPED A POLITICAL SYSTEM AND BODY OF RELIGION, WHICH
REMAINED THE BASIS FOR ALL MESOPOTAMIAN LIFE THEREAFTER. SOCIETY WAS ORGANISED AROUND THE CITY-STATE
EACH WITH ITS TUTELARY DEITY. POPULAR RELIGION WAS ANIMISTIC AND THE WORLD WAS THOUGHT TO BE FULL OF

MYSTERIOUS AND UNPREDICTABLE FORCES. TEXTS WRITTEN ON CLAY TABLETS IN THE CUNEIFORM SCRIPT DEVELOPED
BY THE SUMERIANS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE ARCHIVES OF CITIES SUCH AS UR AND BABYLON CONSISTING OF SPELLS

TO AVERT DEMONS AND OMENS BY WHICH IT WAS HOPED TO DIVINE THE FUTURE. ALONGSIDE THESE BELIEFS THE
OFFICIAL RELIGION, WITH GREAT TEMPLES, PROFESSIONAL PRIESTS AND ELABORATE RITUALS, SERVED AS THE BASIS
FOR SOCIETY AND THE WELFARE OF THE STATE. KINGSHIP WAS REGARDED AS A DIVINE GIFT AND TOGETHER WITH THE

'BULL OF HEAVEN' THE KING TOOK A KEY ROLE IN THE MAIN RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS.

 


