
POLYNESIAN MIRO WOOD PITCAIRN FLYING FISH
A COLLECTION OF NINETEEN CARVED POLYNESIAN MIRO WOOD PITCAIRN FLYING FISH 

SOME MARKED WITH THE ARTIST'S NAME. FULL DETAILS OF EACH ONE SUPPLIED ON REQUEST
FIRST HALF 20TH CENTURY

SIZES: 59CM WIDE – 23¼ INS WIDE (MAX) 24CM WIDE – 9½ INS WIDE (MIN)

 
LITERATURE

THE DESCENDANTS OF FLETCHER CHRISTIAN AND THE MUTINEERS OF THE SHIP 'BOUNTY' STILL LIVE ON PITCAIRN AND
CHRISTIAN IS STILL AN ISLAND FAMILY NAME. CUT OFF FROM THE MAINSTREAM OF LIFE ON THEIR TINY ISLAND THE
COMMUNITY OF SOME 60 PEOPLE, MOSTLY SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISTS, RUNS ON A FRAGILE ECONOMY LARGELY

SUBSIDISED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND BY A FLOURISHING TRADE IN POSTAGE STAMPS BEARING THE HEAD OF
THE QUEEN. THEY SUPPLEMENT THIS MEAGRE INCOME BY MAKING CARVINGS OF FLYING FISH FROM MIRO WOOD

HARVESTED ON THE CORAL ATOLL OF HENDERSON ISLAND. SINCE THE OPENING OF THE PANAMA CANAL, PITCAIRN HAS
BEEN ON THE SEA ROUTE TO NEW ZEALAND AND THE CARVED FISH ARE POPULAR WITH THE VISITING YACHTS. THE

ISLANDERS GO OUT IN THEIR 40 FOOT ALUMINIUM LONG BOATS KNOWN AS 'TIN' AND 'TUB' WITH BAGS OF MAIL, FRESH
FRUIT AND THE MIRO WOOD CARVINGS AND RETURN WITH CASH FROM THE TOURISTS.

 


