
ANCIENT EAST GREEK POLYCHROMED TERRACOTTA ARCHITECTURAL FRIEZE FRAGMENTS
THREE ANCIENT EAST GREEK POLYCHROMED TERRACOTTA ARCHITECTURAL FRIEZE FRAGMENTS 

DEPICTING A HORSEMAN PURSUING A SPHINX OR WINGED GRIFFIN REPUTED TO BE FROM THE SITE OF DÍ¼VER, THE
EAST GREEK STATE OF PHRYGIA ASIA MINOR

6TH CENTURY – BC 550 – 525BC
SIZES: A:32CM HIGH, 14.5CM WIDE, 9CM DEEP – 12½ INS HIGH, 5¾ INS WIDE, 3½ INS DEEP

B: 20CM HIGH, 19.5CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP – 8 INS HIGH, 7½ INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP
C: 16CM HIGH, 11CM WIDE, 4CM DEEP – 6¼ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS WIDE, 1½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

GEOGRAPHICALLY ASIA MINOR IS THE WESTERNMOST PART OF THE ASIAN CONTINENT EQUIVALENT TO MODERN TURKEY
BETWEEN THE AEGEAN AND THE EUPHRATES. THE WESTERN AND SOUTHERN COASTAL FRINGES WERE PART OF THE
MEDITERRANEAN WORLD, BUT THE HEARTLAND OF ASIA MINOR LAY IN THE INTERIOR OF ANATOLIA, COMPRISING THE

HILLY FERTILE UPLANDS OF PHRYGIA, THE STEPPE PLATEAU AND THE RUGGED AND HARSH COUNTRY OF CAPPADOCIA.
BY THE EARLY SECOND MILLENNIUM BC AND BEFORE THE FIRST GREEKS ARRIVED, ASIA MINOR WAS CONTROLLED BY
THE HITTITES WHO RULED FROM THE NORTH CENTRAL INTERIOR. AROUND 1300BC THE MYCENAEAN GREEKS SET UP

TRADING POSTS ALONG THE WEST COAST PROBABLY WITH THE PERMISSION OF THE HITTITES. THE GREEKS WERE
LOOKING FOR METALS; COPPER AND TIN, GOLD AND SILVER, ALL OF WHICH WERE MINED IN THE INTERIOR, AND FOR
LUXURY GOODS SUCH AS CARVED IVORY AVAILABLE THROUGH THE TRADE ROUTES FROM SYRIA AND MESOPOTAMIA.
AFTER THE HITTITE EMPIRE COLLAPSED IN AROUND 1200BC CENTRAL ASIA MINOR BECAME UNDER THE CONTROL OF

THE PHRYGIANS WHO DEVELOPED THE NEW TECHNOLOGY OF IRON WORKING THAT HAD BEEN BEGUN AND PREVIOUSLY
MONOPOLISED BY THE HITTITES.

THE GREEK SETTLEMENTS PROSPERED ALONG THE SEA AND CARAVAN ROUTES AND THE CITIES OF IONIA PRODUCED
BETWEEN 600 – 500'S BC MONUMENTAL ARCHITECTURE AND THE EARLIEST GREEK ACHIEVEMENTS IN SCIENCE AND



PHILOSOPHY.
THE GREEK SCULPTORS OF THE 6TH AND 5TH CENTURIES WERE COMMITTED TO THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE PRIMARY

FUNCTION OF THE ARCHITECTURAL FRIEZE WAS DECORATIVE AND LIKE A LONG STRIP OF FLORAL OR GEOMETRIC
ORNAMENT, THE FIGURATIVE FRIEZES OF THE IONIC ORDER WERE EMBEDDED IN THE WALL STRUCTURE ITSELF,
FRAMED BY STRONG ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS. EXTENDING HORIZONTALLY IN RHYTHM WITH THE COLUMNS,

ARCHITRAVE AND CORNICE, THE FRIEZE PURSUED ITS UNBROKEN COURSE UP TO THE CORNERS AND SOMETIMES
RIGHT AROUND THEM. THE SCENES WHETHER BATTLES, PROCESSIONS OR ASSEMBLIES DID NOT DISRUPT THE FABRIC
OF THE WALL OR WEAKEN ITS SUPPORTING FUNCTION. OFTEN PAINTED IN BRIGHT COLOURS, MAINLY RED AND BLUE,

THEY WERE CONCEIVED AS THE ULTIMATE IN AN ORNAMENTAL DECORATIVE BAND.

 


