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A LATE PUNUK ANCIENT BERING SEA ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY ‘TURRETED OBJECT’

A HARPOON COUNTERWEIGHT
INVENTORY NUMBER; AR 568 TO BASE

CIRCA 500-1200 AD
SIZE: 7CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE, 2CM DEEP – 2¾ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE ‘WINGED OBJECTS’ OF THE OLD BERING SEA PERIOD EVOLVED INTO THIS FORM OF HARPOON COUNTERWEIGHT
DURING PUNUK TIMES. ‘WINGED OBJECTS’ WERE ONCE THOUGHT TO BE CURIOUS IVORY CARVINGS THAT HAD BEEN
FOUND IN LARGE NUMBERS IN ALASKA AND SIBERIA, BUT WERE UNKNOWN ELSEWHERE IN THE ARCTIC. AS WITH THIS
‘TURRETED OBJECT’ THEY TOO WERE MOST PROBABLY ATTACHED TO THE BUTT END OF A HARPOON PROPELLED BY A

THROWING BOARD TO ACT AS A COUNTERWEIGHT FOR THE HEAVY TOGGLE HEAD AND SOCKET IN THE FORE END.
BEGINNING IN THE OKVIK PERIOD AS A SMALL WINGED FORM THEY DEVELOPED INTO A LARGER, MORE GRACEFUL,

BUTTERFLY SHAPE. IN THE EARLY PUNUK PERIOD THE WINGS BECAME NARROWER AND INCLINED UPWARD INSTEAD OF
OUTWARD, GRADUALLY ASSUMING THE FORM OF A TRIDENT. THIS IN TURN DEVELOPED INTO THE ‘TURRETED’ FORM OF

THE LATE PUNUK AS SEEN IN THIS GEOMETRICALLY ORNAMENTED FOSSIL IVORY EXAMPLE.

 


