
FRENCH BACCARAT DIAMOND CUT PRESSED LEAD GLASS DEVOTIONAL CROSS
A FINE FRENCH BACCARAT DIAMOND CUT PRESSED LEAD GLASS DEVOTIONAL CROSS WITH AN EMBEDDED SULPHIDE

AFTER RAPHAEL OF THE MADONNA AND CHILD A CLOUD OF WINGED ANGELS AT THEIR FEET
FINE CONDITION
CIRCA 1830-40

SIZE: 30.5CM HIGH, 12.5CM DIA. (BASE) – 12 INS HIGH, 5 INS DIA. (BASE)

 
LITERATURE

IN THE LAST QUARTER OF THE 18TH CENTURY IN FRANCE AND IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY IN ENGLAND,
BOHEMIA AND GERMANY AT BRANDENBURG, GLASS HAD BEGUN TO BE DECORATED BY EMBEDDED SMALL WHITE PASTE

RELIEFS CALLED SULPHIDES. IN ENGLAND THEY WERE ALSO KNOWN AS CAMEO INCRUSTATIONS AND SOMETIMES
GILDED METAL AND GILDED AND PAINTED ENAMELS WERE EMBEDDED

THE SULPHIDES THEMSELVES WERE MADE OF CHINA CLAY AND SUPER-SILICATE OF POTASH WHICH IS SAND WITH A
SMALL PORTION OF CARBONATE OF POTASH HEATED IN A CRUCIBLE, GROUND AND MIXED IN SUCH PROPORTIONS THAT
IT COULD BE CAST IN A PLASTER-OF-PARIS MOULD. THE SULPHIDES WERE THEN BAKED AND COOLED BEING REHEATED
BEFORE THEY WERE INCORPORATED INTO THE HOT MOLTEN GLASS. A WIDE VARIETY OF GLASS ARTICLES FROM SCENT

BOTTLES TO GIRANDOLES AND EVEN EARRINGS WERE DECORATED BY THIS METHOD.

 


