
ENGLISH ENAMEL OVAL PLAQUES PROBABLY SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE
TWO UNUSUAL ENGLISH ENAMEL OVAL PLAQUES PROBABLY SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE 

ONE DEPICTING A SOLDIER STANDING NEXT TO A TABLE OF MOVABLE METAL TYPE HOLDING A SCROLL INSCRIBED
‘PRINTING DISCOVER’D ANNO 1441’

THE OTHER DEPICTING A BEARDED JEWISH HIGH PRIEST HOLDING A SWAYING AND SMOKING INCENSE BURNER
WEARING A TORAH BREASTPLATE AND A STREIML HAT WITH THE DATE 1778

LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: A: 9.5CM HIGH, 5.5CM WIDE – 3¾ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS WIDE 

B: 8CM HIGH, 6CM WIDE – 3 INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

IN THE 18TH CENTURY TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS MADE THE PRODUCTION METHODS OF ENAMELING SIMPLER AND
CONSEQUENTLY LESS EXPENSIVE AND SO ENAMELED WARES WERE BROUGHT TO A MUCH WIDER AUDIENCE. ALL OF

THE MYRIAD OBJECTS EMBELLISHED BY CRAFTSMEN WITH THE DURABILITY OF ENAMEL IN A DAZZLING ARRAY OF
COLOURS HAD BOTH THEIR BEAUTY AND ULTIMATELY THEIR VALUE ENHANCED.

THE FIRST PLAQUE RELATES TO JOHANN GUTTENBURG (1400 – 1468) WHO WAS A GERMAN PRINTER THE INVENTOR OF
PRINTING FROM MOVABLE METAL TYPE BASED ON THE CHINESE WOOD BLOCK TYPE METHOD. GUTTENBURG BEGAN
WORK ON THE PROCESS IN THE 1430’S AND IN 1440 SET UP A PRINTING BUSINESS IN MAINZ WITH JOHANN FUST AS A
BACKER. PRINTING BEGAN IN 1441 AND BY 1455 HE HAD PRODUCED THE FIRST PRINTED BIBLE NOW KNOWN AS THE
‘GUTTENBURG BIBLE’. FUST SEIZED THE PRESS FOR NONPAYMENT OF THE LOAN, BUT GUTTENBURG IS BELIEVED TO

HAVE GONE ON TO PRINT THE MAZARIN AND BAMBERG BIBLES.
THE SECOND PLAQUE SHOWS A JEWISH HIGH PRIEST IN HIS FINE CELEBRATORY ROBES. ACCORDING TO JEWISH LAW
ONLY THE HIGH PRIEST COULD PRONOUNCE THE TETRAGRAMM, THAT IS THE FOUR LETTERS YHWH OR JHWH OF THE

HEBREW NAME FOR GOD, ONCE A YEAR ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. AMONG VERY ORTHODOX JEWS IT IS EVEN



CUSTOMARY TO AVOID WRITING THE NAME OF GOD IN THE VERNACULAR AND G-D IS PREFERRED.

 


