Finch & C°

ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE OF HERMAPHRODITOS

AN ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE OF HERMAPHRODITOS, SON OF THE GOD HERMES AND APHRODITE
POSSIBLY AFURNITURE MOUNT. FINE DARK GREEN SMOOTH PATINAWITH TRACES OF REDDISH BROWN
1ST CENTURYBC
SIZE: 11.5CMHIGH — 472 INS HIGH (FIGURE) — 21CMHIGH — 874 INS HIGH (OVERALL)

LITERATURE

THE HELLENISTIC TASTE FOR ANYTHING WHICH WAS NEW, MYSTERIOUS OR ODD IS ILLUSTRATED BY THE POPULARITY
OF HERMAPHRODITOS. THE WATER NYMPH SALMAKIS FELL VIOLENTLY IN LOVE WITH THE HANDSOME YOUTH, BUT HE
REJECTED HER. SHE EVENTUALLY ENTICED HIMINTO THE WATER AND THEY BECAVE PERMANENTLY UNITED IN THE

BISEXUAL BEING THAT IS ILLUSTRATED HERE, AND HAS BECOME WELL KNOWN FROM THE ROMAN MARBLE SCULPTURE

IN THE LOUVRE MUSEUMIN PARIS.
THIS BRONZE HERMAPHRODITOS STANDS WITH LONG LOCKS OF HAIR FALLING OVER HIS SHOULDERS, HIS AVBIGUOUS
NATURE EXPRESSED BY THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE SOFTLY MODELLED BODY WITH GIRLISH BREASTS AND THE MALE
SEXUAL ORGAN.



