
ENGLISH IVORY CARVING OF A GREYHOUND ‘CANIS CURSORIUS’
A FINE ENGLISH IVORY CARVING OF A GREYHOUND ‘CANIS CURSORIUS’ ON A STEPPED BASE

VERY FINE CONDITION AND PATINA 
CIRCA 1820 – 1830 

SIZE: 5.5CM HIGH, 13CM WIDE, 7.5CM DEEP – 2¼ INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

KNOWN IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE AS ‘SIGHT DOGS’ AND TO THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS AS ‘GAZE HOUNDS’, GREYHOUNDS ARE
MORE THAN USUALLY ABLE SIGHTED AND IT IS THOUGHT THAT THEIR LONG ATTENUATED MUZZLE IS AN AID TO VISION.
WHERE THERE EXISTED ENORMOUS AREAS OF SAND AND THERE WAS NO SHELTER OF ANY SORT, THE GREYHOUND

HUNTED NOT BY SCENTING ITS PREY, OR BY DIGGING IT OUT, OR BY ALERTING MAN WITH ITS CRIES, BUT BY ITS ABILITY
TO RUN INCREDIBLY FAST TO CATCH THE PREY. 

GREYHOUND’S WERE A POPULAR BREED OF DOG IN ANCIENT GREECE; A BELL SHAPED KRATER OF THE 3RD CENTURY
BC SHOWS AN ANCESTOR OF THE PRESENT DAY GREYHOUND LOOKING INTERESTEDLY ON A CLASSICAL SCENE.

 


