
FIJIAN CHIEF'S ‘YAQONA’ OR KAVA BOWL
A GOOD FIJIAN CHIEF'S ‘YAQONA’ OR KAVA BOWL 

CARVED OF VESI WOOD WITH TRACES OF OLD RESIDUE DEPOSITS
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 31CM DIA. – 4 INS HIGH, 12¼ INS DIA

 
LITERATURE

KAVA IS A RITUAL DRINK MADE FROM AN INFUSION OF GRATED, CHEWED OR POUNDED DRIED ROOTS OF PIPER
METHYSTICUM, A SPECIES OF PEPPER PLANT. IT IS A PREPARATION DRUNK ON MANY PACIFIC ISLANDS AND THE
DRINKING OF YAQONA AS IT IS CALLED ON FIJI CONTINUES TO BE ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CEREMONIES

PERFORMED IN FIJIAN SOCIETY.
THE WOODEN BOWLS ARE CALLED ‘TANOA’ AND THE OLDER ONES, SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE, ARE THIN WALLED WITH A

SHALLOW BOWL AND A CARVED LIP THAT FLARES OUTWARD IN A GRACEFUL CURVE.

 


