
ANGLO INDIAN SANDALWOOD, HORN, PIERCED IVORY AND EBONY CHESSBOARD
A FINE ANGLO INDIAN SANDALWOOD, HORN, PIERCED IVORY AND EBONY CHESSBOARD 

IN THE SHAPE OF A MINIATURE FOLDING TRIPOD TABLE COMPLETE WITH ITS CARVED IVORY CHESS SET IN BOX AND A
CRIBBAGE BOARD.
IN FINE CONDITION

CIRCA 1870
SIZE: 23CM HIGH, 28CM WIDE – 9 INS HIGH, 11 INS WIDE 

23.5CM LONG, 8CM WIDE, 3CM HIGH – 9¼ INS LONG, 3 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS HIGH (CRIBBAGE BOARD)

 
LITERATURE

CHESS WAS CONCEIVED AS A WAR GAME IN ANCIENT INDIA AND IS KNOWN IN SANSKIT AS ‘CHATURANGA’; FOUR LIMBS.
THE ORIGINAL INDIAN GAME INCLUDED THE KING, THE MINISTER AND THE FOUR ARMS OF THE STATE’S DEFENSE

MACHINERY: FOOT SOLDIERS, CAVALRY, ELEPHANT BRIGADE AND THE NAVY. LATER IN ARID AREAS THE CAMEL BRIGADE
REPLACED THE NAVY REPRESENTED ORIGINALLY BY A BOAT. THE GAME UNDERWENT FURTHER TRANSFORMATIONS

WHEN IT REACHED EUROPE. THE MINISTER WAS REPLACED BY THE QUEEN, THE BOAT OR CAMEL BY THE BISHOP, AND
THE ELEPHANT BECAME, STRANGELY, THE CASTLE. THUS AN INDIAN WAR GAME WAS TRANSFORMED INTO A CONTEST OF

EUROPEAN COURT INTRIGUE, IN WHICH FOOT SOLDIERS BECAME ‘PAWNS’. THE GAME IS PLAYED WITH THIRTY-TWO
PIECES ON A BOARD OF SIXTY-FOUR SQUARES. THE NUMBER SIXTY FOUR IS ESPECIALLY SIGNIFICANT IN INDIAN

CULTURE AND COSMOLOGY.

 


