
AN INTERESTING FRENCH RENAISSANCE CARVED IVORY ARCHERS WRIST GUARD
AN INTERESTING FRENCH RENAISSANCE CARVED IVORY ARCHERS WRIST GUARD OR BRACER

ENGRAVED WITH THE INITIALS ‘MR’, AN ARMORIAL SURMOUNTED BY AN OWL AND MASK HEADS AMONGST ACANTHUS
LEAVES

PART OF THE LEATHER STRAP STILL ATTACHED. OLD SMOOTH PATINA
LATE 16TH CENTURY – EARLY 17TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 16CM HIGH, 8.5CM WIDE, 5CM DEEP – 6¼ INS HIGH, 3¼ INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

AN ARCHERS BRACER IS A COVERING FOR THE LEFT WRIST TO PROTECT IT FROM THE RECOIL OF THE BOW STRING.
CHAUCER MENTIONS ONE IN HIS ‘CANTERBURY TALES’: ‘AND ON HIS ARM HE WORE A GAI BRACER’. IN MEDIEVAL AND

RENAISSANCE EUROPE THEY WERE GENERALLY MADE OF HORN, LEATHER OR IVORY. NEARLY ALL OF THE EARLY
BRACERS THAT HAVE SURVIVED ARE OF IVORY AND SOME ARE DECORATED WITH ENGRAVING SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE.
HOWEVER, ONE ANCIENT LEATHER WRIST GUARD SURVIVES FROM A PHARAOH’S TOMB IN THE EGYPTIAN MUSEUM IN

CAIRO.

 


