
FRENCH LATE RENAISSANCE CARVED WALNUT COURT JESTERS DOUBLE HEADED ‘MAROTTE’ OR CLUB
A FINE AND RARE FRENCH LATE RENAISSANCE CARVED WALNUT COURT JESTERS DOUBLE HEADED 

‘MAROTTE’ OR CLUB 
ONE SIDE DEPICTING THE CAPPED HEAD OF A CLEVER AND DEVILISH JESTER, THE OTHER THE HEAD OF AN INNOCENT

BOY FOOL 
FINE OLD BROWN SMOOTH PATINA – SOME OLD DAMAGE TO ONE SIDE OF THE BOY’S HEAD NOW WITH AGED PATINA FROM

WEAR AND USE
CIRCA 1620 – 40 

SIZE: 84CM LONG – 33 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

FOOLS AND JESTERS APPEAR THROUGHOUT EUROPEAN HISTORY. BOTH THE CELTS AND THE NORMANS HAD DOMESTIC
FOOLS WHO CARRIED REAL WEAPONS AND WERE EXPECTED TO USE THEM IN DEFENCE OF THEIR LORDS. FOOL

SOCIETIES OR SOCIÉTÉS JOYEUSES HAD EXISTED IN FRANCE, GERMANY AND THE LOW COUNTRIES SINCE THE 14TH
CENTURY WITH FOOLS DRESSED IN EARED HOODS WITH BELLS, BAUBLES (INFLATED BAGS ON STICKS) AND MAROTTES
(STICKS OR CLUBS DECORATED WITH THE HEAD OF A JESTER OR FOOL). THIS TRADITION ORIGINATED IN THE FEAST OF
FOOLS WHOSE LEGACY IN ENGLAND HAS SURVIVED AS THE ‘LORD OF MISRULE’ AT CHRISTMAS WHO IS AN OCCASIONAL

AND AMATEUR FOOL.
AN EARLY 17TH CENTURY OIL PAINTING ENTITLED ‘WEE THREE LOGGERHEADS’ HANGING IN THE SHAKESPEARE

BIRTHPLACE TRUST OF STRATFORD UPON AVON, DEPICTS TWO FOOLS, ONE OF WHOM HOLDS A VERY SIMILAR WOODEN
MAROTTE. IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE PAINTING REPRESENTS TOM DERRY, FOOL TO ANNE OF DENMARK, AND MUCKLE

JOHN, FOOL TO CHARLES I. 
THERE HAS ALWAYS EXISTED CONFUSION BETWEEN CLEVER AND INNOCENT FOOLS ON THE ONE HAND AND BETWEEN
‘IDIOTS’ AND WISE NATURALS ON THE OTHER. IN MANY ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPTS THE FOOL IS FREQUENTLY SHOWN



AS AN INNOCENT BOY, QUESTIONING DOCTRINE OR AS A CLEVER JESTER OF THE DEVIL. 
AN ITALIAN RENAISSANCE FOOL IS DEPICTED (BODLEIAN LIBRARY. OXFORD MS DOUCE 272 F43) HOLDING A LARGE CLUB
WEARING A BELLED HOOD AND CONTEMPLATING TWO DOGS. ANOTHER FRENCH PSALTER OF THE EARLY 14TH CENTURY

(BODLEIAN LIBRARY. OXFORD MS DOUCE 211F 258V) DEPICTS A FRANTIC FOOL WITH HIS MAROTTE. 
THE JESTER/FOOL IS A REPRESENTATIVE FIGURE OF HUMANITY FOUGHT OVER ALTERNATELY BY GOOD AND EVIL

CHARACTERS AS CAN BE SEEN IN THIS RARE JANUS HEADED MAROTTE.

 


