Finch & C°

UNUSUAL TRADESMAN'S SIGN IN THE FORM OF A MORTAR AND PESTLE

AN UNUSUAL TRADESMAN'S SIGN IN THE FORMOF AMORTAR AND PESTLE
ONCE USED ABOVE AN APOTHECARY'S SHOP
CARVED OAK, THE TOP LINED WITH LEAD, TRACES OF OLD GILDING
EARLY—MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 62CMHIGH, 41CMDIA — 242 INS HIGH, 16 INS DIA

LITERATURE

TRADE SIGNS WERE ONCE USED TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN ATRADESMAN WHO HAD MASTERED ACRAFT AND A SHOP-
KEEPER WHO WAS AMERCHANT AND SUPPLIER OF GOODS. LATER THEY WERE USED TO ADVERTISE THE NATURE OF
THE BUSINESS CARRIED OUT ON THE PREMSES AND FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES TO THE ILLITERATE. SIGNS
WOULD OFTEN BECOME PART OF THE ADDRESS SUCH AS ‘AT THE TWO BLUE FLOWER POTS, DEAN STREET, SOHO,
LONDON'’. SIGNS WERE COMMON IN ENGLAND IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES, BUT VERY FEW HAVE SURMIVED. IN
LONDON MOST SIGNS WERE MADE BY SPECIALIST'S CRAFTSVEN IN HARP ALLEY, SHOE LANE A€!. ‘WHERE UNTIL LATELY
GILT GRAPES, SUGAR LOAVES, LASTS, TEAPOTS ETC. WERE EXPOSED READY FOR MARKET . (LARWOOD AND HOTTEN;
THE HISTORY OF SIGNBOARDS 1866).

IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE SAVE ARTISTS ALSO MADE ‘CONSTABLES STAFFES’, EARLY POLICE TRUNCHEONS,
WHICH HAVE SURVIVED IN CONSIDERABLE NUMBERS AND ARE EAGERLY COLLECTED TODAY.



