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TWO CURIOUS SPANISH COLONIAL CENTRAL OR SOUTH AMERICAN PRIMING FLASKS 

MADE FROM NINE BANDED ARMADILLO TAILS. SILVER MOUNTED. ONE WITH THE FIGURE OF A LION TO THE LID, ONE WITH
LID MISSING. TOGETHER WITH A CUT STEEL FIRE STRIKER IN THE FORM OF AN EAGLE OR CONDOR, UNITED BY A SILVER

GUARD CHAIN TO THE LARGER FLASK.
LATE 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 6CM WIDE – 3½ INS HIGH, 2½ INS WIDE (MAX.)

 
LITERATURE

WITH WATCH LOCK, WHEEL LOCK AND FLINT LOCK GUNS IT WAS NECESSARY TO USE FINER POWDER IN THE PAN THAN
IN THE CHARGE. THE ACT OF FILLING THE PAN WAS CALLED PRIMING AND THE FLASK WAS THUS THE PRIMER. IN EUROPE

IT WAS FREQUENTLY A SMALL COUNTERPART OF THE BIGGER POWDER FLASK USED FOR CHARGE POWDER AND WAS
OFTEN COMBINED WITH THE BULLET POUCH, BUT ELSEWHERE A GREAT VARIETY OF SHAPES AND FORMS WAS USED.
FLASKS OF ALL KINDS HAVE BEEN FAVOURITE OBJECTS FOR DECORATION IN ALL PERIODS AND COUNTRIES, BUT THE

PRIMER BEING SMALL AND CONSTANTLY CARRIED ON THE PERSON HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY CHOSEN FOR THIS
PURPOSE. THESE TWO ARE HIGHLY UNUSUAL AND ESPECIALLY CURIOUS.

 


