
AN INTERESTING CRAVAT OR SCARF RING ONCE BELONGING TO THE ARTIST JOSEPH WRIGHT
AN INTERESTING CRAVAT OR SCARF RING ONCE BELONGING TO THE ARTIST JOSEPH WRIGHT 

(1734 – 1794) KNOWN AS ‘WRIGHT OF DERBY’
THE SILVER RING WITH A FINELY CARVED IVORY RELIEF OF PEGASUS AND BELLEROPHON AGAINST A DARK GROUND. THE

RED LEATHER AND WOOD BOX WITH A LABEL TO THE INNER LID READING: ‘MEMORIAL RING. JOSEPH WRIGHT OB 1797.
A.262 LENT BY MRS W BEMROSE’

18TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 3CM WIDE, 2CM DEEP – 1¼ INS WIDE, ¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

JOSEPH WRIGHT WAS AN ENGLISH PAINTER BORN AND PRINCIPALLY ACTIVE IN DERBY AND GENERALLY KNOWN AS
‘WRIGHT OF DERBY’. HE WAS ONE OF THE MOST ORIGINAL, VERSATILE AND ACCOMPLISHED BRITISH ARTISTS OF THE

18TH CENTURY AND THE FIRST MAJOR ENGLISH PAINTER WHOSE CAREER WAS BASED OUTSIDE LONDON. 
IN 1751 TO 1753 AND AGAIN IN 1756 TO 1757 HE TRAINED UNDER A PAINTER CALLED HUDSON IN LONDON AND AFTER

RETURNING TO DERBY HE MADE A NAME AS A PORTRAITIST IN THE MIDLANDS. IN THE 1760’S HE BEGAN TO PAINT
CANDLELIT SCENES OF VARIOUS TYPES SHOWING THE FASCINATION WITH UNUSUAL LIGHTING EFFECTS THAT WAS TO
RUN THROUGHOUT HIS CAREER. DUTCH PAINTING INFLUENCED HIM, BUT IN HIS DEPICTIONS OF THE CONTEMPORARY
SCIENTIFIC WORLD HE BROKE NEW GROUND. HIS FAMOUS WORK OF 1768 ‘AN EXPERIMENT ON A BIRD IN THE AIR PUMP’
HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY SIR ELLIS WATERHOUSE AS ‘ONE OF THE WHOLLY ORIGINAL MASTERPIECES OF BRITISH ART’.

 


