Finch & C°

AN INTERESTING FRENCH COMMEMORATIVE REGIMENTAL POWDER FLASK

AN INTERESTING FRENCH COMVEMORATIVE REGIMENTAL POWDER FLASK MADE FROMAN
ENGRAVED AFRICAN GOURD
FINELY ENGRAVED WITH AFIVE ARMED STAR BELOW ACROWWN, THE REGIMENTAL COLOURS AND THE FRENCH
TRICOLOUR ENFOLDED AROUND THE CENTRE TOGETHER WITH LAUREL LEAVES AND SABRES SURROUNDING A
CENTRAL SHIELD, ETCHED WITH ‘AFRIQUE 1835, 1836, 1837, 1838, 1839’
THE REVERSE ENGRAVED WITH LAUREL LEAVES AND THE NUMERAL 2 WITHIN AMLITARY DEVICE
FIRST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 15CMHIGH, 15CMWIDE, 8CMDEEP — 6 INS HIGH, 6 INS WIDE, 3% INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE FIVE ARMED STAR ENGRAVED ON THE POWDER FLASK IS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE LEGION D’HONNEUR, THE
CROWN ABOVE IS FOR LOUIS PHILLIPE ‘KING OF THE FRENCH WHO IN 1831 REORGANISED ALIGHT INFANTRY LEGION IN
ALGERIAAS THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION. THE POWDER FLASK HAS BEEN MADE TO COMVEMORATE THE EXPLOITS OF

THE 2ND REGIMENT OF ZOUAVES, AUNIT IN THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION THAT SERVED IN ALGERIA AND WHO WERE
THE FIRST REGIMVENT IN THE WHOLE OF THE FRENCH ARMY AT HOME AND OVERSEAS TO GAIN THE DISTINCTION OF THE
LEGION D’HONNEUR.

DURING THE 19TH CENTURY THE INTERIOR OF AFRICAWAS GRADUALLY OPENED UP TO EUROPEAN EXPLORERS,
TRADERS AND MISSIONARIES IN AN EXTENSIVE PROGRAMIVE OF COLONISATION. THE FRENCH, HAVING LOST INFLUENCE
IN INDIAAND CANADABEGAN TO CREATE AN OVERSEAS EMPIRE IN NORTH AFRICA THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION WERE

AN IMPORTANT PART OF THIS CAVIPAIGN WITH THE 2ND REGIMENT OF ZOUAVES ULTIMATELY BEING DISBANDED IN

ALGERIAIN 1962.



