
FINE JAPANESE CARVED IVORY NETSUKE OF A ‘FUKURA SUZUME’
A FINE JAPANESE CARVED IVORY NETSUKE OF A ‘FUKURA SUZUME’ OR STYLISED SPARROW

THE EYES INLAID WITH BLACK HORN
SIGNED, FINE PATINA 

EDO PERIOD (1600 – 1868) 
SIZE: 4CM DIA. – 1½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

BY ITSELF THE NETSUKE HAD NO FUNCTION, BUT USED TOGETHER WITH A POUCH, OR ‘SAGEMONO’ IT BECAME A
TOGGLE, SUPPORTING WITH A CORD THROUGH TWO HOLES, THE POUCH BETWEEN THE HIP AND THE SASH AND

EFFECTIVELY ENABLING THE WEARER OF TRADITIONAL JAPANESE COSTUME TO HAVE A POCKET IN WHICH TO KEEP
PERSONAL BELONGINGS. 

HOWEVER, THE NETSUKE ALSO DEVELOPED ORNAMENTALLY AS WELL AS FUNCTIONALLY AND GREW INTO A JAPANESE
ART FORM. MADE OF MANY DIFFERENT MATERIALS, SUBJECT AND DESIGN WERE CONSIDERED THE ESSENCE OF
NETSUKE RATHER THAN MECHANICAL TECHNIQUE AND IN THEIR SUPERB DESIGN CAN BE FOUND GREAT ART IN

MINIATURE.

 


